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Defra’s International Animal Health Division (IAHD) monitors outbreaks of high impact diseases around the
world. Sheep pox and goat pox is among those diseases of major concern that would have a significant impact if
introduced into the UK.

Introduction

The Greek veterinary authorities have informed the European Commission (EC) that SPGP
has been detected in sheep on Lesvos island in the Lesvos prefecture (see map) in the
Madamados region of Greece (European Commission, 2007). Control measures in
accordance with EC directives are being applied.

Situation Assessment
SPGP is a viral disease that only affects sheep and goats. It is transmitted by direct contact
between animals and also, indirectly, through contaminated vehicles, implements and
products (fodder, bedding or wool). It
_ can also be transmitted mechanically
e fodoni O e by biting insects (OIE, 2002).
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Mediterranean region (Slingenbergh and others, 2004).
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Greece has instituted the necessary measures to comply with EC directives on animal
health which regulate trade between member states. TRACES electronic database has no
record of any imports of live sheep from Greece to the UK since 1/1/2006.

Conclusion

Based on the disease report and situation assessment, the likelihood of the introduction of
SPGP by legal trade from Greece to the UK before and after these outbreaks is considered
to be negligible. Currently, IAHD does not intend to carry out and publish a full risk
assessment on this outbreak but will continue to monitor the situation.
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