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APPENDIX I

ESA PRESCRIPTIONS RELATING TO GRAZING MARSH DITCHES
  
  Broads

Tier Prescription

    1 11. Maintain existing dykes in rotation over the period of your agreement and by mechanical
means, not sprays.  Spoil must be levelled following slubbing out, after allowing to dry.
Slub out ditches and dykes once every 5-8 years.
12. You must maintain water at a suitable level for livestock to graze on your grazing
marshes;  ensure that there is at least 30cm (12”) of water in the bottom of dykes between 31
October and 1 March; begin to increase dyke water levels to summer levels no later than 1
March to ensure adequate dyke water during the summer.

  2
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

18. Water levels on your grazing marshes must: be maintained at not more than 45cm (18”)
below marsh level between 31 March and 1 November; provide at least 60cm (24”) of water
in the bottom of the dyke between 30 November and 1 March; begin to be raised no later
than 1 March in order to achieve the maximum summer freeboard as early as possible.
25. The following shall apply when carrying out dyke maintenance on a 5-8 year rotation:
dyke management shall be carried out between 31 August and 1 April;
to protect aquatic and marginal vegetation, either leave one bank or other sections untouched
as a refuge for wildlife and a resource for recolonisation;
when reprofiling dykes, leave sides no steeper than 45” or create a stepped profile;
on SSSIs, agreement holders must contact the PO or EN before commencing any
maintenance work.
Supplement: 32. and 33. Maintain dyke water levels at not more than 30cm (12”) below
marsh level from 15 March to 31 August.  Begin to raise dyke water levels to the maximum
summer freeboard no later than 15 February.
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27. You must maintain the water table at marsh level so as to create field wetness or
occasional shallow pools from 1 January until 30 April, and; maintain dyke levels at no
more than 45 cm (18”) below marsh level from 1 June until 31 October; begin to raise your
water level to winter level no later than 1 November.
32. and 33. Water levels - as for Tier 2.

Conservation
Plan

Creation, reinstatement or reprofiling of dykes, ditches and footdrains.
Construction of water penning structures
Provision of silt traps in water courses

  



2

APPENDIX I (contd.)

  
  North Ke nt M arshe s

Tier Prescription

    1A 12. Do not fill in any ditches, dykes, rills or hollows.
13. Maintain existing water levels in ditches and dykes.
14. A rotational ditch management programme must be agreed in writing with the PO.
The programme must be implemented over the life of the agreement.  Ditches must be
maintained by mechanical means not herbicides.  After drying, spoil must be spread
adjacent to the ditch.  Ditch restoration and reprofiling may be included in your
conservation plan.

Conservatio
n plan

Restoration and reprofiling of ditches and dykes
Construction of bunds or sluices etc. to control water levels

  Esse x Coast

Tier Prescription

    1
  
  
  
  
  

12. Maintain ditches and dykes for which you are responsible (including margins and banks)
in rotation and carry out any necessary management by mechanical means, not pesticides.
Spread spoil thinly away from the ditch edge.
13. Agree in writing with the PO measures to exploit opportunities for retaining water in
ditches and low areas.
25. and 29.  Agree in writing with the PO a programme of measures to maximise water
retention on site in ditches and low areas.

  2A 33. Agree in writing with the Project Officer a programme to: either maintain water levels in
ditches and dykes at not less than 45cm (18”) below mean field level during the period 1
March to 30 April and for as long as possible thereafter before allowing natural drawdown to
occur; or maximise water retention and create areas of surface water in dykes, ditches, creeks
and low areas during the period 1 March to 30 April and for as long as possible thereafter
before allowing natural drawdown to occur; and retain as much water as possible in ditches
and dykes during the period 1 September to 31 December.  Water levels should begin to be
raised by 1 January to meet the higher levels required on 1 March.

  2B 48. Within two years of the start of your agreement, agree with the PO a programme for the
management of ditches and dykes for which you are responsible.
49. Agree in writing with the Project Officer a programme to: either maintain water levels in
ditches and dykes at not more than 45cm (18”) below mean field level throughout the year.  In
addition, create conditions of field wetness and surface splashing during the period 1 January
to 30 April; or maintain areas of surface wetness and high ditch water levels throughout the
year. In addition create areas of surface water over the field in low areas, creeks and footdrains
and maximise water in dykes and ditches during the period 1 January to 30 April before
allowing natural drawdown to occur.

Conservation
plan

Creation, reinstatement or re-profiling ofdykes, ditches..
Construction of bunds or sluices or other works to control water levels
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APPENDIX I (contd.)

  Te st Valle y and Avon Valle y ESAs

Tier

    1A 1. Agree in writing with PO and implement a grassland management plan which will cover
.... and ditch maintenance
12. Maintain existing watercourses and ditches in rotation by mechanical means, not sprays.
After drying, spoil must be spread adjacent to the watercourse or ditch.  Do not fill in any
watercourses, etc.

  1C 28. Ditches should be maintained so as to allow the control of field water levels by the
operation of appropriately sited water control structures.  In order to achieve the surface pools
it must be possible to bring ditch water levels up to bank top for short periods of time.  At
all times of year a minimum of 300mm depth of water must be maintained in the ditches.

Conservation
plan

Restoration of ditches
Provision or restoration of water control structures
Provision of silt traps in watercourses
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APPENDIX I (contd.)

  Some rse t Le ve ls  and M oors

Tier Prescription

    1 9. Maintain existing ditches or rhynes by mechanical means not sprays.
16. Water levels in ditches and rhynes must either be: From 1 April to 31 October
maintained at or above the penning level, provided since 1987, by the relevant IDB or the
EA (as appropriate) and from 1 November to 31 March maintained at or above the winter
level provided since 1987, by the relevant IDB or the EA (as appropriate) with at least 15cm
(6”) of water in the bottom of the ditches/rhynes at all times.  Or, to obtain a supplementary
payment: From 1 May to 30 November maintained at not more than 30cm (12”) below
mean field level and from 1 December to 30 April maintained at not less than mean field
level so as to cause conditions of surface splashing.

Guidelines accompanying prescriptions say -
“ Required to clean out ditches at sufficiently regular intervals to maintain the required water
depth and wildlife value”

  1A 25. Water levels in ditches and rhynes must be: From 1 April to 31 October maintained at
or above the penning level, provided since 1987, by the relevant IDB or the EA (as
appropriate) and from 1 November to 31 March maintained at or above the winter level
provided since 1987, by the relevant IDB or the EA (as appropriate) with at least 15cm (6”)
of water in the bottom of the ditches/rhynes at all times.
26. Agreement holders must not pump below these levels.

  2 33. Water levels in ditches and rhynes must either be: From 1 April to 31 October
maintained at or above the penning level, provided since 1987, by the relevant IDB or the
EA (as appropriate) and in any case not more than 45cm (18”) below mean field level from 1
November to 31 March maintained at or above the winter level provided since 1987, by the
relevant IDB or the EA (as appropriate) with at least 30cm (12”) of water in the bottom of
the ditches/rhynes at all times.  Or to obtain a supplementary payment: From 1 May to 30
November maintained at not more than 30cm (12”) below mean field level and from 1
December to 30 April, maintained at not less than mean field level so as to cause conditions
of surface splashing.
34. Agreement holders must not pump below these levels

  3 44. Water levels in ditches and rhynes must: From 1 May to 30 November maintained at
not more than 30cm (12”) below mean field level and from 1 December to 30 April,
maintained at not less than mean field level so as to cause conditions of surface splashing.
46. Agreement holders must not pump below these levels.

Conservation
plan

Creation or reinstatement of dykes and ditches @80%
Construction of water penning structures @80%
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APPENDIX I (contd.)

  Suffolk Rive r Valle ys

Tier Prescription

    1 8. Maintain existing ditches and dykes (including banks and margins) in rotation over the
period of your agreement by mechanical means, not sprays.  Spoil must be levelled, after
allowing to dry out, but must not be used to fill low areas.

  2 17. Where the land lies on the flood plain or is inherently wet you must ensure that water
levels: (i) are maintained at not more than 45cm (18”) below marsh level between 31 March
and 31 October, (ii) provide at least 30cm (12”) of water in the bottom of the ditches
between 31 October and 1 March, (iii) begin to be raised no later than 1 March in order to
achieve the required summer freeboard as early as possible.
24. Within two years of the start of your agreement you must agree in writing a plan of
ditch/dyke management and implement it thereafter.

  2A 25. Begin to raise your water level to winter level no later than 1 November and maintain at
marsh level so as to create field wetness or occasional shallow pools between 1 January and
30 April.
Supplement available on Tiers 2 and 2A
27. Agree in writing with the PO and implement an in-field water management plan
including the creation, reinstatement and management of ditches and foot drains
28. Maintain ditch water levels within 15cm (6”) of marsh level from 15 March until 30
June.
29. Begin to raise ditch water levels to the maximum summer level no later than 1 March.

Conservation
plan

Creation, reinstatement or reprofiling of dykes, ditches, or footdrains.
Provision of water penning structures or other works to control water levels

  Uppe r Thame s  Tributarie s

Tier Prescription

    1A 10. Maintain existing water levels.  Maintain watercourses for which you are responsible
(including margins and banks) in rotation and carry out any necessary management by
mechanical means, not herbicides.  After allowing spoil to dry out, spread it but do not use
it to infill depressions.

  2 36. Agree in writing with the PO and implement a programme for ditch management.
37. Ditches should be maintained so as to allow the control of field water levels by the
operation of appropriately sited water control structures.  Manage field water levels so that
approximately 10% of the site is covered by shallow surface splashing from 15 March to 31
May.  In order to achieve surface splashing it must be possible to bring ditch water levels up
to and over bank top for short periods of time.  At all times of the year a minimum of 30cm
depth of water must be maintained in the ditches.

  3B 49. Agree in writing with the PO and implement a programme for ditch management.

Conservation
Plan

Creation, reinstatement or re-profiling of dykes, ditches and foot-drains
Provision of water penning structures
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APPENDIX II

FIELD SURVEY METHOD

1. The land owners within each sample area (e.g. IDB sub-areas) are contacted to arrange a
suitable date for the field survey.

 
2. On the day of the survey the land owner is visited and, using paper maps of the IDB

sub-area, the land owner is asked to identify all the ditches for which he/she is
responsible for managing.  In addition, approximate dates (month and year) when the
most recent slubbing out (sediment removal) had been carried out are recorded on the
survey proforma (Appendix 4) or data logger1 sheet for each ditch.  If the land owner is
not available prior to carrying out the survey work, the surveyor should arrange to
gather the ditch management information at a later date.

 
3. Having sought permission for access from the land owner, the surveyor should walk to

the mid-point (approximately) of each ditch and record (for future reference) which side
of the ditch he/she is recording from.

 
4. A 2m long ranging pole, marked at 50cm intervals, should be used to estimate the width

of the watercourse and depth of water.
 
5. Each feature within a 20m section (10m each side of the surveyor) should then be

recorded in the order provided on the proforma or data logger.  The percentage cover of
features should be estimated to the nearest 5%.

 
6. As well as the features within the watercourse, those on the ditch banks and adjacent 2m

field margins should also be recorded to provide an indication of the range and structure
of habitats available to plants and animals that may live within the ditch and its
immediate margins.

 
7. All ditches within the hydrological unit need to be surveyed.  Surveyors should,

therefore take the opportunity, when discussing management with the land owners, to
identify the best routes across the marshes to enable them to survey the ditches as
efficiently as possible.
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APPENDIX III

EXAMPLE FIELD SURVEY MAP FOR LBH11
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 FIELD SURVEY PROFORMA

INSTRUCTIONS:  Walk to roughly the mid-way point of the ditch and assess the 10m section to each side of where you are standing (i.e. a 20m section of the ditch).
Estimate the values for each feature and record appropriate cover category2 or other information in relevant form boxes.  NB A ditch is a section of watercourse
between two other intersecting ditches and must be >20m long. Long ditches with an obvious bend or sinuous ditches can be subdivided and each section
clearly numbered on the map
Watercourse width - estimate correct width class (across water surface)
Water depth - drop ranging pole vertically at arm’s length to estimate ‘mid-ditch’ water
depth
Freeboard - minimum distance from either bank top to water surface
Bank side features are those present on the slope leading down to the water
surface. Field edge features are those within 2m of the top of each ditch bank.

Berm - platform/break of slope at base of bank beyond which water is
suddenly deeper.  Should run whole length of ditch.  Usually has variety of
wetland plants (including mosses) different from vegetation on rest of bank.
Aquatic vegetation and algae/duckweed - score for vegetation covering
water surface (not below surface)

ESA IDB SUB-AREA HOLDING RECORDER
DITCH NUMBER (see map) DATE
Ask farmer >>>>>>>>> DATE WATERCOURSE LAST DE-SILTED MONTH YEAR

WHICH SIDE OF THE DITCH IS SIDE A? (tick 1 or 2 boxes) NORTH SOUTH EAST WEST
WATERCOURSE WIDTH (tick box) <1m 1-3m 3-5m >5m

WATER DEPTH (m) FREEBOARD (m)

WATERCOURSE FEATURES % COVER (to nearest 5%)
N.B Cover for aquatic Open water
vegetation plus Aquatic vegetation (covering water surface)
duckweed plus open Algae and/or duckweed (not L. trisulca)
water should add to Tall emergent vegetation
100% Bankside vegetation overhanging water

Are there 3 or more species of submerged plants? Yes No
Ochre (obvious orange tinge) present Yes No

2m FIELD EDGE A (tick box) 2m FIELD EDGE B
CULTIVATED CULTIVATED
GRASSLAND GRASSLAND
OTHER (specify) e.g. track00 OTHER (specify)
THIS SEASON’S EVIDENCE OF: THIS SEASON’S EVIDENCE OF:
CATTLE CATTLE
SHEEP SHEEP
OTHER LIVESTOCK OTHER LIVESTOCK
BOUNDARY FEATURE? = (e.g. fence, hedge) BOUNDARY FEATURE? =

ANGLE OF SLOPE° SIDE A (tick box) ANGLE OF SLOPE° SIDE B
<22.5 22.5-45 >45 <22.5 22.5-45 >45
shallow medium steep shallow medium steep

BERM (SIDE A) YES NO BERM (SIDE B) YES NO

FIELD EDGE BANK BANK SIDE AND FIELD EDGE FEATURES BANK SIDE FIELD EDGE B
Recent ditch spoil
Poaching/muddy conditions
Short vegetation <15cm (e.g. grazed or mown)
Medium vegetation 15cm - 1m (average)
Tall vegetation >1m (average)
Weeds (e.g. nettles, docks and thistles)
Woody scrub <5m (e.g. brambles, thorn, sallow)
Trees >5m  (including pollarded willows)

                                                



84

APPENDIX V

PHOTOGRAPHS OF DITCH CLASSES

Class G1

Class G2
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Class G3
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Class G4

Class G5
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Class G6
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APPENDIX VI

  PO STAL Q UESTIO NNAIRE

The following four-page document is the postal questionnaire.  The same questionnaire was
used for the case-study holdings.
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�”  ADAS 1999

�—
99

Thank you for completing this questionnaire.  Please return it in the envelope provided to:
ADAS Market Research Team, FREEPOST, Wharf House, Wharf Road, Guildford, Surrey GU1 4BR

Note: no stamp is required

21

When slubbing out, dredging, removing silt, from your
ditches is carried out, what is normally done with the spoil
that has been removed?

20

Spread it on the banks of the ditch

Spread it on the edge of the field close to the ditch

Spread it over the whole field

In ESA
agreement

Not in ESA
agreement

1

2

3

1

2

3

If you have arable land within the ESA, what is the typical width
left uncultivated around your arable fields between the crop
and the top of the ditch bank?

Yes

2

2

1

1

Within the last 5 years have any of the following been undertaken
either with or without grant/subsidy?

No

Inserted bunds or sluices to raise water levels in ditches

Restored or re-profiled ditches

How important is the advice received from the following in
making decisions on your water course and bank
management?

24

metresWithin ESA
agreement

feet or

metresNot within ESA
agreement

feet or

Controlling weeds

Keeping the farm tidy

Cost of maintenance

Disposal of vegetation and slubbings, dredgings

Providing drainage

Providing drinking water for stock

Preventing livestock casualties

Maintaining/improving the appearance of the landscape

Maintaining/improving habitats for wildfowl and game birds

Maintaining/improving habitats for wildlife

Factors  which influence  your ditch management decis ions.

How important are the following factors in determining the way
your ditches are managed?

23
Slightly

important
Not

important

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

Very
important

Important

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

Advice from ESA project officer

Advice from agricultural consultant

Advice from conservation adviser

Compliance monitoring by MAFF EO field officers

Advice from IDB surveyor

Slightly
important

Not
important

4

4

4

4

3

3

3

3

3

Very
important

Important

2

2

2

2

2

1

1

1

1
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APPENDIX VIII

CONSERVATION ADVISOR QUESTIONS

Name of advisor:

Organisation:

Address: Telephone:

1. What areas does the advisor cover e.g. whole county or small districts?

2. Do they provide advice to people within the ESA boundary?

3. Who are the recipients of that advice e.g. farmers or other landowners, drainage
contractors?

4. What advice is provided on ditch management:
Methods
Timing
Amount of ditch to be managed at one time
Contiguity of ditches managed at the same time

5. What are the objectives of the ditch management advice given e.g. wildlife conservation,
landscape, historical/archaeological?

6. Is this advice given in writing or just verbally?  Is there any accompanying literature?

7. Is there any grant funding for work re ditch management other than through the ESA
scheme?
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APPENDIX VIII

CONSERVATION ADVISOR QUESTIONS

Name of advisor:

Organisation:

Address: Telephone:

1. What areas does the advisor cover e.g. whole county or small districts?

2. Do they provide advice to people within the ESA boundary?

3. Who are the recipients of that advice e.g. farmers or other landowners, drainage
contractors?

4. What advice is provided on ditch management:
Methods
Timing
Amount of ditch to be managed at one time
Contiguity of ditches managed at the same time

5. What are the objectives of the ditch management advice given e.g. wildlife conservation,
landscape, historical/archaeological?

6. Is this advice given in writing or just verbally?  Is there any accompanying literature?

7. Is there any grant funding for work re ditch management other than through the ESA
scheme?
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APPENDIX VIII (contd.)

8. What is their opinion about ditch management within the ESA?

9. Do they think there are any differences between ESA ditches and non-ESA ditches?

10. Are they familiar with the ESA prescriptions and do they think there are any changes
necessary?

11. What is their opinion of the ESA scheme in relation to ditch management?

12. Any other comments?
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APPENDIX IX

DRAINAGE CONTRACTOR QUESTIONS

Name of contractor:
Address:

Telephone:

1. Which areas of the ESA does the contractor cover - locations, individual
marshes/moors (provide as much detail as possible).

2. Do they work for private landowners only or for IDB, EN, EA, etc?

3. During which months is most of the work carried out?  Is any done outside this normal
period?

4. Do the contractors have written guidelines to work to in terms of dredging depth,
reprofiling, how much vegetation to remove, etc.?  If so can we have a copy?

5. What instructions do they get from land owners e.g. are they ever asked to just do one
side of the ditch or leave small sections untouched?

6. Does the contractor know when he is slubbing out ditches that are on ESA agreement
land?

7. Has the contractor had any training about ditch management in relation to the ESA
scheme e.g. from MAFF Project Officers or English Nature?

8. Does the contractor know what the ESA prescriptions say about ditch management
e.g. bank profile in Broads Tier 2?  What are his opinions about the ESA scheme?
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APPENDIX IX (contd.)

9. Does the contractor tend to do management on adjacent blocks of land or just
individual farms?

10. What does the contractor think is the value of ditches to wildlife?

11. When slubbing out drainage ditches, what factors does he think are important?

Making the ditch good for land drainage YES NO

Providing wet fencing for livestock   YES NO

Preventing casualties with livestock YES NO

Maintaining appearance of landscape YES NO

Maintaining wildlife habitats YES NO

Anything else?  Details:……..........................

12.  Roughly how much does slubbing out cost per unit length (need to find out what units
they work with).

13. What sort of equipment do they use?  Name and description of what it does e.g.
slubbing or just vegetation removal.

14. Any other comments?
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APPENDIX X

DITCH WIDTH RESULTS FOR SAMPLE SITES

a) Variation in the width of ditches in the Broads ESA

Ditch Width
class

Sample site Total

HW1 LBH11 LBH2 LCT3 LW2 LY5 S9 (no.)

< 1 m 22 0 1 1 23 12 0 59

1−3 m 91 76 84 95 163 82 17 608

3−5 m 16 71 48 46 47 15 17 260

> 5 m 4 12 8 9 21 0 4 58

b) Variation in the width of ditches in the Somerset Levels and Moors ESA

Ditch width class Sample site Total

Curry
Moor

North
Moor

Stoke
Moor

Wet
Moor

West
Sedge
Moor

(no.)

< 1 m 10 10 25 1 1 47

1−3 m 64 99 69 96 56 384

3−5 m 5 13 1 23 25 67

> 5 m 1 6 3 12 22
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APPENDIX XI

DITCH DEPTH RESULTS FOR SAMPLE SITES

a) Variation in the depth of ditches in the Broads ESA

Ditch Depth
class

Sample site Total

HW1 LBH11 LBH2 LCT3 LW2 LY5 S9 (no.)

0−0.1 m 16 2 2 3 7 5 1 36

0.2−0.6 m 71 7 61 16 77 35 10 277

0.7−1.5 m 47 151 76 138 163 67 28 670

> 1.5 m 0 1 2 1 7 1 0 12

b) Variation in the depth of ditches in the Somerset Levels and Moors ESA

Ditch depth class Sample site Total

Curry
Moor

North
Moor

Stoke
Moor

Wet
Moor

West
Sedge
Moor

(no.)

0−0.1 m 6 1 6 0 1 14

0.2−0.6 m 43 31 75 50 13 212

0.7−1.5 m 29 71 16 69 49 234

> 1.5 m 0 5 0 1 7 13
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APPENDIX XII

DITCH CLASSES PRESENT & EVENESS OF SPREAD OF CLASSES FOR SAMPLE
SITES

a)  Results for Broads ESA

Sample site Total %Ditch class

HW1 LBH11 LBH2 LCT3 LW2 LY5 S9

G1 2 103 39 79 112 41 9 385 39

G2 0 29 0 5 33 16 4 87 9

G3 6 7 8 9 23 12 0 65 7

G4 1 2 5 3 15 5 2 33 3

G5 2 0 2 0 6 3 0 13 1

G6 4 4 2 4 23 13 2 52 5

GD 0 0 0 0 1 3 0 4 1

A1 38 3 62 41 20 6 8 178 18

A2 7 2 0 1 7 3 6 26 3

A3 7 1 4 13 2 1 1 29 3

A4 17 1 8 1 7 0 2 36 4

A5 4 1 0 1 2 1 2 11 1

A6 38 0 7 1 1 1 2 50 5

AD 4 0 1 0 0 2 0 7 1

Total number
of ditches (n) 130 153 138 158 252 107 38 GTn=976 100

Number of
ditch classes
present (N)

12 10 10 11 14 14 11 GTN=82

Expected
number of

ditch classes
(ED)

11 13 11 13 20 (but
max =

14)

9 3

Expected
number of

ditches/class
(Ed)

11 15 14 14 18 8 3

Total
difference

from expected
= ‘even-ness of

spread’ (Sn)

178 613 267 425 588 187 19
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APPENDIX XII (contd.)

b)  Results for Somerset Levels & Moors ESA

Sample siteDitch class

Curry
Moor

North
Moor

Stoke
Moor

Wet
Moor

West Sedge
Moor

Total %

G1 20 17 3 50 59 149 29

G2 7 11 0 16 9 43 8

G3 4 13 0 13 2 32 6

G4 8 2 19 10 6 45 9

G5 2 1 6 3 2 14 3

G6 17 3 4 7 0 31 6

GD 1 0 0 0 0 1 <1

A1 11 26 17 8 12 74 14

A2 0 37 0 6 1 44 8

A3 0 4 0 3 1 8 2

A4 7 7 32 1 1 48 9

A5 0 4 14 3 0 21 4

A6 3 2 3 0 1 9 2

AD 0 1 0 0 0 1 <1

Total number
of ditches (n) 80 128 98 120 94 GTn=520 100

Number of
ditch classes
present (N)

10 13 9 11 10 GTN=53

Expected
number of

ditch classes
(EN)

8 13 10 12 10

Expected
number of

ditches/class
(En)

8 10 11 11 9

Total
difference

from expected
= ‘even-ness of

spread’ (Sn)

45 147 68 172 319
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APPENDIX XIII

‘YEAR OF LAST DITCH MANAGEMENT’ RESULTS FOR SAMPLE SITES

a) Broads ESA

Number of ditches at each site
Year of last
Management

HW1 LBH11 LBH2 LCT3 LW2 LY5 S9

Total % of 474 ditches
where

management date
known

Not known 91 110 89 42 117 49 23 521 -
1974 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 3 <1
1975 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 <1
1976 0 0 0 0 0 17 0 17 4
1978 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 <1
1984 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 <1
1988 0 0 6 0 55 0 0 61 13
1989 0 0 9 0 0 0 0 9 2
1990 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 3 <1
1992 0 5 0 19 12 3 0 39 8
1993 0 5 8 0 4 0 0 17 4
1994 0 3 6 15 0 0 1 25 5
1995 1 1 9 28 47 6 0 92 19
1996 0 7 0 36 9 3 0 55 12
1997 0 5 4 18 0 10 13 50 11
1998 3 5 10 0 10 15 2 45 9
1999 39 16 0 0 0 0 0 55 12

Grand Total 134 161 141 158 254 108 39 995

b) Somerset Levels and Moors ESA

Number of ditches at each site
TotalYear of last

Management
Curry
Moor

North
Moor

Stoke
Moor

Wet
Moor

West Sedge
Moor

% of 342
ditches where
management
date known

Not known 0 128 0 1 6 179 -
1989 0 0 1 0 0 1 <1
1994 6 0 2 0 5 13 4
1995 4 0 0 0 20 24 7
1996 0 0 0 11 11 22 6
1997 9 0 1 14 12 36 11
1998 4 0 11 18 3 36 11
1999 31 0 80 62 37 210 61

Grand Total 80 128 99 120 94 521 100
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APPENDIX XIV
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 APPENDIX XIV (contd.)
  Table 1: Farm description
Question 4: Please give details of the area of land you farm inside the ESA boundary.

    Percentage of agreement  holders   

  Land   0 ha   < 5 ha   5-29
ha

  30-50
ha

  50-99
ha

  > 100
ha

  Total
No.

Broads

Land in ESA agreement 0 23 34 24 11 7 209

Non-agreement land 64 11 8 7 4 7 209

Total of all the land you farm in
the ESA

0 21 33 22 11 13 211

Somerset Levels

Land in ESA agreement 0 21 41 27 9 2 171

Non-agreement land 66 13 11 8 4 0 171

Total of all the land you farm in
the ESA

0 19 36 29 13 3 173

  Table 2: Length of time farming within the ESA

Question 3: How long have you been farming land within the ESA?

  No. of years   Broads   Somerset   Total

    No.   %   No.   %   No.   %

< 2 years 14 7 2 1 16 4

3-5 20 10 16 10 36 10

6-10 59 30 68 40 127 35

11-15 54 28 52 31 106 29

16-20 12 6 6 4 18 5

>20 37 19 24 14 61 17

Total 196 100 168 100 364 100



33

APPENDIX XIV (contd.)

  Table 3: Type of stock with access to grazing marsh ditches

Question 5: Which of the following stock on your holding have access to grazing marsh ditches
within the ESA?

  Stock   Broads   Somerset   Total

    No.   %   No.   %   No.   %

Dairy 57 27 74 45 131 35

Beef 151 71 125 75 276 73

Sheep 83 39 50 30 133 35

Pigs 2 1 0 0 2 1

Horses 46 22 5 3 51 13

Note: respondents could tick more than one box

  Table 4: Lengths of ditch on land farmed in ESA agreement

Question 6: Please give your estimate of the lengths of ditch on land farmed by you.

    No.
with

  % of agreement holders

  Land   zero
metre

s

  <500
m

  500-
1000m

  1000-
2000m

  2000-
3000m

  >300
0m

  Total
No.

  Aver age
no. of
metr es

Broads

Ditches bordering grazing marsh 15 15 17 23 14 31 191 1,478

Ditches bordering arable land 158 46 21 23 0 10 48 2,662

Ditches forming the farm
boundary

104 23 17 31 9 21 102 1,508

Ditches fenced to prevent
livestock access

149 44 23 16 7 11 57 785

Somerset Levels

Ditches bordering grazing marsh 35 28 20 19 7 27 127 1,135

Ditches bordering arable land 151 55 18 0 9 18 11 1,295

Ditches forming the farm
boundary

78 21 19 26 10 24 84 719

Ditches fenced to prevent
livestock access

107 38 20 20 9 13 55 369
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APPENDIX XIV (contd.)

  Table 5: Lengths of ditch on land farmed not in ESA agreement

Question 6: Please give your estimate of the lengths of ditch on land farmed by you.

    No.
with

  % of agreement holders

  Land   zero
metre

s

  <500
m

  500-
1000m

  1000-
2000m

  2000-
3000m

  >300
0
m

  Total
No.

  Aver ag
e no. of
metr es

Broads

Ditches bordering grazing marsh 34 52 14 10 3 21 29 1,478

Ditches bordering arable land 22 20 20 20 3 38 40 2,662

Ditches forming the farm
boundary

25 35 14 14 16 22 37 1,508

Ditches fenced to prevent
livestock access

52 44 22 22 11 0 9 785

Somerset Levels

Ditches bordering grazing marsh 20 39 22 22 0 17 23 1,135

Ditches bordering arable land 34 56 11 11 11 11 9 1,295

Ditches forming the farm
boundary

20 39 30 22 0 9 23 719

Ditches fenced to prevent
livestock access

33 70 10 20 0 0 0 369
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APPENDIX XIV (contd.)

  Table 6: Length of ditches on land in ESA agreement

Question 7: Please give your estimate of the approximate length of ditches with the profiles
shown.

    % of agreement holders   

  Profiles   <5
00
m

  500-
1000

m

  1000-
2000

m

  2000-
3000

m

  >30
00 m

  Total
no. of

response
s

  Average
no. of

metres

Broads

Steep sided (bank slopes more
than 45°)

23 23 14 12 28 146 2,148

Shallow sided (bank slopes less
than 45°)

25 18 20 14 23 142 1,678

Somerset Levels

Steep sided (bank slopes more
than 45°)

25 18 21 8 28 142 1,871

Shallow sided (bank slopes less
than 45°)

39 19 13 10 19 69 1,470

  Table 7: Length of ditches on land not in ESA agreement

Question 7: Please give your estimate of the approximate length of ditches with the profiles
shown.

    % of agreement holders   

  Profiles   <5
00
m

  500-
1000

m

  1000-
2000

m

  2000-
3000

m

  >30
00 m

  Total
no. of

response
s

  Average
no. of

metres

Broads

Steep sided (bank slopes more
than 45°)

33 13 11 11 11 45 2,479

Shallow sided (bank slopes less
than 45°)

26 19 16 19 19 31 1,501

Somerset Levels
Steep sided (bank slopes more
than 45°)

28 24 24 7 17 29 1,328

Shallow sided (bank slopes less
than 45°)

50 15 25 5 5 20 703
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APPENDIX XIV (contd.)

  Table 8: Length of ditches with banks on land in the ESA agreement

Question 8: Please give your estimate of the approximate length of your ditches with banks
fitting the following descriptions.

      % of agreement holders     

  Descriptions   No.
with
zero

  <500
m

  500-
1000 m

  1000-
2000 m

  2000-
3000 m

  >300
0 m

  Total no. of
responses

  Average
no. of

metres

Broads

Dominated by reeds and/or
tall grasses

110 33 19 19 11 19 113 1,508

Dominated by weeds -
thistles, nettles

189 47 15 18 12 9 34 816

A mixture of grasses and
short plants

113 25 20 20 12 23 110 1,805

Dominated by wetland
vegetation - rushes/sedges

109 30 17 18 16 19 114 1,550

Somerset Levels

Dominated by reeds and/or
tall grasses

110 32 26 15 9 18 66 1,419

Dominated by weeds -
thistles, nettles

137 28 18 28 13 13 39 1,151

A mixture of grasses and
short plants

94 29 24 18 10 18 82 1,351

Dominated by wetland
vegetation - rushes/sedges

103 32 11 26 8 23 73 1,727
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APPENDIX XIV (contd.)

  Table 9: Length of ditches with banks on land not in the ESA agreement

Question 8: Please give your estimate of the approximate length of your ditches with banks
fitting the following descriptions.

      % of agreement holders   

  Descriptions   No.
with
zero

  <500
m

  500-
1000 m

  1000-
2000 m

  2000-
3000 m

  >300
0 m

  Total no. of
responses

  Average
no. of

metres

Broads

Dominated by reeds and/or
tall grasses

206 24 6 6 41 24 17 2,164

Dominated by weeds -
thistles, nettles

206 35 24 18 12 12 17 973

A mixture of grasses and
short plants

194 31 14 17 10 28 29 2,389

Dominated by wetland
vegetation - rushes/sedges

205 33 11 11 17 28 18 1,879

Somerset Levels

Dominated by reeds and/or
tall grasses

166 30 50 20 0 0 10 687

Dominated by weeds -
thistles, nettles

164 42 25 17 8 8 12 771

A mixture of grasses and
short plants

159 41 12 24 12 12 17 1,065

Dominated by wetland
vegetation - rushes/sedges

163 38 15 38 0 8 13 772
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APPENDIX XIV (contd.)

  Table 10: Length of ditches with the water course on land in ESA agreement

Question 9: Please give your estimate of the approximate length of your ditches with the water
course fitting the following descriptions.

      % of agreement holders     

  Descriptions   No.
with
zero

  <500
m

  500-
1000 m

  1000-
2000 m

  2000-
3000 m

  >300
0 m

  Total no. of
responses

  Average
no. of

metres

Broads

Open water with a few
aquatic plants

123 29 17 28 11 15 100 1,304

Mixture of open water,
emergent and submerged
aquatic vegetation

85 18 15 25 13 28 138 2,327

Water surface covered with
algae or duckweed

166 44 19 25 4 9 57 770

Lots of emergent
vegetation eg. reeds with
very little open water

132 41 23 21 8 8 91 872

Somerset Levels

Open water with a few
aquatic plants

114 39 23 21 10 8 62 915

Mixture of open water,
emergent and submerged
aquatic vegetation

81 22 24 21 9 23 95 1,693

Water surface covered with
algae or duckweed

121 27 22 25 7 18 55 1,273

Lots of emergent
vegetation eg. reeds with
very little open water

117 47 12 17 7 17 59 1,162
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APPENDIX XIV (contd.)

  Table 11: Length of ditches with the water course on land not in ESA agreement

Question 9: Please give your estimate of the approximate length of your ditches with the water
course fitting the following descriptions.

      % of agreement holders     

  Descriptions   No.
with
zero

  <500
m

  500-
1000 m

  1000-
2000 m

  2000-
3000 m

  >300
0 m

  Total no. of
responses

  Average
no. of

metres

Broads

Open water with a few
aquatic plants

200 39 17 13 9 22 23 1,641

Mixture of open water,
emergent and submerged
aquatic vegetation

193 30 17 20 10 23 30 1,433

Water surface covered with
algae or duckweed

215 50 25 25 0 0 8 480

Lots of emergent
vegetation eg. reeds with
very little open water

203 35 10 20 20 15 20 1,561

Somerset Levels

Open water with a few
aquatic plants

165 45 18 36 0 0 11 667

Mixture of open water,
emergent and submerged
aquatic vegetation

158 17 33 22 17 11 18 1,188

Water surface covered with
algae or duckweed

164 42 25 25 0 8 12 578

Lots of emergent
vegetation eg. reeds with
very little open water

159 53 41 6 0 0 17 407
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APPENDIX XIV (contd.)

  Table 12: Frequency of management actions on ditches on land in ESA agreement

Question 10: How often are the following management actions carried out on your ditches?

  Management actions   Yearl
y

%

  2
yearl

y
%

  3
yearl

y
%

  4-6
yearl

y
%

  6-10
yearl

y
%

  Neve
r

%

  Total no. of
responses

Broads

Bank cutting 18 5 12 13 11 40 164

Watercourse: vegetation cutting 8 3 16 17 9 47 146

Watercourse: silt
removal/slubbing

4 2 11 46 32 5 196

Somerset Levels

Bank cutting 48 13 25 4 3 7 122

Watercourse: vegetation cutting 23 25 25 9 2 16 106

Watercourse: silt
removal/slubbing

13 21 30 21 11 4 145

  Table 13: Frequency of management actions on ditches on land not in ESA agreement

Question 10: How often are the following management actions carried out on your ditches?

  Management actions   Yearl
y

%

  2
yearl

y
%

  3
yearl

y
%

  4-6
yearl

y
%

  6-10
yearl

y
%

  Neve
r

%

  Total no. of
responses

Broads

Bank cutting 42 17 3 7 8 22 59

Watercourse: vegetation cutting 10 6 17 19 13 35 48

Watercourse: silt
removal/slubbing

3 3 16 31 37 10 62

Somerset Levels

Bank cutting 51 6 17 9 9 9 35

Watercourse: vegetation cutting 10 27 30 13 3 17 30

Watercourse: silt
removal/slubbing

10 24 26 17 14 10 42
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APPENDIX XIV (contd.)

  Table 14: Management/ maintenance actions carried out on land in ESA agreement

Question 11: On what proportion of your ditches are the following management/maintenance
actions carried out in a year?

      Proportion of ditches   

  Management actions   No.
with
zero

  1-24
%

  25-49
%

  50-74
%

  75-99
%

  100
%

  Total no. of
responses

Broads

Bank cutting 87 33 22 12 6 27 78

Watercourse: vegetation cutting 107 47 31 14 2 7 58

Watercourse: silt
removal/slubbing

27 69 19 5 2 5 138

Somerset Levels

Bank cutting 45 14 16 23 9 38 94

Watercourse: vegetation cutting 69 20 23 30 6 21 70

Watercourse: silt
removal/slubbing

34 26 36 18 3 17 105
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APPENDIX XIV (contd.)

  Table 15: Management/ maintenance actions carried out on land not in ESA agreement

Question 11: On what proportion of your ditches are the following management/maintenance
actions carried out in a year?

      Proportion of ditches   

  Management actions   No.
with
zero

  1-24
%

  25-49
%

  50-74
%

  75-99
%

  100
%

  Total no. of
responses

Broads

Bank cutting 9 20 10 24 10 37 41

Watercourse: vegetation cutting 31 47 11 21 16 5 19

Watercourse: silt
removal/slubbing

15 69 17 14 0 0 35

Somerset Levels

Bank cutting 13 26 22 14 11 26 27

Watercourse: vegetation cutting 22 44 22 17 6 11 18

Watercourse: silt
removal/slubbing

11 38 17 28 7 10 29

  

  Table 16: Time of year of management/ maintenance of watercourse on agreement ditches

Question 12: During which months does management/maintenance of your watercourses
usually take place?

    Broads   Somerset Levels   Total

  Time of year   No.   %   No.   %   No.   %

Sept - Oct 48 23 70 41 118 31

Nov - Dec 56 27 64 38 120 32

Jan - Feb 103 50 43 25 146 39

  March - April 36 18 18 11 54 14

May - June 9 4 7 4 16 4

July - Aug 20 10 19 11 39 10

%’s based on 205 170 375
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APPENDIX XIV (contd.)

  Table 17: Time of year of management/maintenance of watercourses on non-agreement ditches

Question 12: During which months does management/maintenance of your watercourses
usually take place?

    Broads   Somerset Levels   Total

  Time of Year   No.   %   No.   %   No.   %

Sept - Oct 22 11 25 15 47 13

Nov - Dec 14 7 17 10 31 8

Jan - Feb 24 12 15 9 39 10

March - April 5 2 6 4 11 3

May - June 3 1 3 2 6 2

July - Aug 6 3 7 4 13 3

%’s based on 205 170 375

  Table 18: Maintenance of adjoining ditches

Question 14: Are adjoining ditches on your neighbours land maintained at the same time as
yours?

    Broads   Somerset Levels   Total

    No.   %   No.   %   No.   %

Always 15 7 4 2 19 5

Usually 55 26 55 32 110 29

Sometimes 102 49 97 56 199 52

Never 37 18 17 10 54 14

Total 209 100 173 100 382 100
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  Table 19: Description of ditch management carried out on land in ESA agreement

Question 16: Which of the following descriptions best describes the way ditch management is
carried out on your farm?

    Broads   Somerset Levels   Total

  Management actions   No.   %   No.   %   No.   %

Manage all the ditches in one
block, ie. ditches that are
managed at one time all adjoin

93 45 76 46 169 45

Carry out management on
individual ditches across whole
farm

116 56 91 54 207 55

Total 209 100 167 100 376 100

  

  

  Table 20: Description of ditch management carried out on land not in an ESA agreement

Question 16: Which of the following descriptions best describes the way ditch management is
carried out on your farm?

    Broads   Somerset Levels   Total

  Management actions   No.   %   No.   %   No.   %

Manage all the ditches in one
block, ie. ditches that are
managed at one time all adjoin

26 43 9 20 35 34

Carry out management on
individual ditches across whole
farm

34 57 35 80 69 66

Total 60 100 44 100 104 100
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APPENDIX XIV (contd.)

  Table 21: Vegetation cutting or silt removal required on land in ESA agreement

Question 17: Which of these statements best describes the ditches that require vegetation
cutting or silt removal?

    Broads   Somerset Levels   Total

  Management actions   No.   %   No.   %   No.   %

Open water, few aquatic plants 33 15 24 14 57 14

Mixture of open water,
emergent and submerged aquatic
vegetation

76 34 72 41 148 37

Water surface covered with algae
or duckweed

31 14 45 26 76 19

Lots of emergent vegetation, eg.
reeds with very little open water

105 47 71 40 176 44

Thick layer of silt on ditch
bottom

91 41 60 34 151 38

%’s based on 224 176 400

  Table 22: Vegetation cutting or silt removal required on land not in an ESA agreement

Question 17: Which of these statements best describes the ditches that require vegetation
cutting or silt removal?

    Broads   Somerset Levels   Total

  Management actions   No.   %   No.   %   No.   %

Open water, few aquatic plants 9 4 3 2 12 3

Mixture of open water,
emergent and submerged aquatic
vegetation

17 8 17 10 34 9

Water surface covered with algae
or duckweed

6 3 12 7 18 5

Lots of emergent vegetation, eg.
reeds with very little open water

26 12 22 13 48 12

Thick layer of silt on ditch
bottom

23 10 14 8 37 9

%’s based on this number of
returned forms

224 176 400
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  Table 23: State of ditch water courses after management has been carried out on land in ESA
agreement

Question 18: What do the ditch water courses look like after management has been carried
out?

    Broads   Somerset Levels   Total

  Management actions   No.   %   No.   %   No.   %

Totally clear of all vegetation in
the water course

74 37 121 74 195 54

Some lengths of ditch vegetation
left untouched on purpose

124 63 42 26 166 46

Total 198 100 163 100 361 100

  

  

  Table 24: State of ditch water courses after management has been carried out on land not in an
ESA agreement

Question 18: What do the ditch water courses look like after management has been carried
out?

    Broads   Somerset Levels   Total

  Management actions   No.   %   No.   %   No.   %

Totally clear of all vegetation in
the water course

39 65 32 71 71 68

Some lengths of ditch vegetation
left untouched on purpose

21 35 13 29 34 32

Total 60 100 45 100 105 100
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  Table 25: What is done with cut vegetation  -   Water courses

Question 19: When weed cutting/vegetation management is carried out what is normally done
with the cut vegetation?

    In ESA
agreement

  Not in ESA
agreement

  Action*   No.   %   No.   %

Broads

Leave it in the ditch 1 1 2 4

Spread it along the ditch bank 90 55 26 54

Spread it over the edge of the
adjacent field

81 49 20 42

%’s based on 165 48

Somerset Levels

Leave it in the ditch 4 6 0 0

Spread it along the ditch bank 135 88 35 92

Spread it over the edge of the
adjacent field

23 15 6 16

%’s based on 154 38

* respondents ticked more than one action.
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APPENDIX XIV (contd.)

  Table 26: What is done with cut vegetation   -  Banks

Question 19: When weed cutting/vegetation management is carried out what is normally done
with the cut vegetation?

    In ESA
agreement

  Not in ESA
agreement

  Action*   No.   %   No.   %

Broads

Leave it in the ditch 4 4 7 16

Spread it along the ditch bank 58 55 30 67

Spread it over the edge of the
adjacent field

44 42 8 18

%’s based on 105 45

Somerset Levels

Leave it in the ditch 6 6 1 3

Spread it along the ditch bank 85 81 27 82

Spread it over the edge of the
adjacent field

16 15 5 15

%’s based on 105 33

* respondents ticked more than one action.
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APPENDIX XIV (contd.)

  Table 27: What is done with spoil removed from ditches

Question 20: When slubbing out, dredging, removing silt, from your ditches is carried out,
what is normally done with the spoil that has been removed?

    Broads   Somerset Levels

  Action   No.   %   No.   %

In ESA agreement

Spread it on the banks of the
ditch

39 19 87 52

Spread it on the edge of the field
close to the ditch

139 69 67 40

Spread it over the whole field 22 11 6 4

Total 200 100 160 100

Not in ESA agreement

Spread it on the banks of the
ditch

9 15 24 49

Spread it on the edge of the field
close to the ditch

40 67 24 49

Spread it over the whole field 11 18 1 2

Total 60 100 49 100

  Table 28: Ditch restoration, reprofiling and works to raise ditch water levels in the last 5 years

Question 22: Within the last 5 years have any of the following been undertaken either with or
without grant/subsidy?

  Action   Broads   Somerset Levels   Total

    No.   %   No.   %   No.   %

Inserted bunds or sluices to raise
water levels in ditches

52 27 17 11 69 20

%’s based on 194 150 344

Restored or re-profiled 59 32 35 23 94 28

%’s based on 184 149 333
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APPENDIX XIV (contd.)

  Table 29: Important factors in determining the way ditches are managed – Broads

Question 23: How important are the following factors in determining the way your ditches are
managed?

  
Factors

  Very
important

%

  Important

%

  Slightly
important

%

  Not
important

%

  Total
no. of

respondents

Controlling weeds 26 34 29 11 198

Keeping the farm tidy 14 34 31 21 190

Cost of maintenance 26 51 14 10 189

Disposal of vegetation and
slubbings, dredgings

16 43 28 12 190

Providing drainage 65 28 5 2 206

Providing drinking water for
stock

52 25 6 16 208

Preventing livestock casualties 54 29 11 8 200

Maintaining/improving the
appearance of the landscape

29 48 17 6 195

Maintaining/improving habitats
for wildfowl and game birds

34 46 16 4 199

Maintaining/improving habitats
for wildlife

45 41 12 3 200

ESA prescriptions 48 42 6 4 189
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  Table 30: Important factors in determining the way ditches are managed – Somerset Levels

Question 23: How important are the following factors in determining the way your ditches are
managed?

  
Factors

  Very
important

%

  Important

%

  Slightly
important

%

  Not
important

%

  Total
no. of

respondents

Controlling weeds 19 50 20 10 154

Keeping the farm tidy 21 45 21 14 146

Cost of maintenance 27 32 27 15 150

Disposal of vegetation and
slubbings, dredgings

10 33 34 23 142

Providing drainage 62 32 1 5 167

Providing drinking water for
stock

55 27 8 10 168

Preventing livestock casualties 55 30 7 8 159

Maintaining/improving the
appearance of the landscape

26 39 21 13 151

Maintaining/improving habitats
for wildfowl and game birds

36 38 17 9 156

Maintaining/improving habitats
for wildlife

37 40 15 8 158

ESA prescriptions 47 39 8 7 148
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APPENDIX XIV (contd.)

  Table 31: Importance of advice received in making decisions – Broads

Question 24: How important is the advice received from the following in making decisions on
your water course and bank management?

  
Factors

  Very
important

%

  Important

%

  Slightly
important

%

  Not
important

%

  Total
no. of

respondents

Advice from ESA project officer 46 36 11 7 198

Advice from agricultural
consultant

10 23 19 48 165

Advice from conservation
adviser

27 39 13 20 172

Compliance monitoring by
MAFF EO field officers

28 47 13 13 174

Advice from IDB surveyor 22 38 18 23 176

  Table 32: Importance of advice received in making decisions – Somerset Levels

Question 24: How important is the advice received from the following in making decisions on
your water course and bank management?

  
Factors

  Very
important

%

  Important

%

  Slightly
important

%

  Not
important

%

  Total
no. of

respondents

Advice from ESA project officer 38 42 13 6 157

Advice from agricultural
consultant

7 25 22 47 106

Advice from conservation
adviser

14 45 24 16 111

Compliance monitoring by
MAFF EO field officers

24 42 23 12 119

Advice from IDB surveyor 15 42 19 24 115
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APPENDIX XV

FRCA /ENGLISH NATURE DITCH MANAGEMENT LEAFLET

[insert here Page 2 of 2]
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APPENDIX XVI

MAFF COMPLIANCE MONITORING ASSESSMENT OF DITCHES IN THE
SOMERSET LEVELS & MOORS ESA

CATEGORY DESCRIPTION PASS/FAIL

1. Clean Just cleaned or with current seasons
growth only

PASS

2. Growing over Shows strong growth in places but
with frequent areas of clear water

PASS

3. Will need cleaning
next year/ next time
round

Ditch has considerable growth with
few areas of clear water

PASS

4. Overdue for
cleaning

Should have cleaned last time, minimal
water flow restricted by excessive
growth

FAIL

5. Derelict Needs remaking rather than just
cleaning.  No evidence of any water
flow/movement, banks collapsed
and/or trodden down.

FAIL




