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The unique landscape of this area of South Shropshire is characterised
by a patchwork of small hedged fields within rolling hills. The ecological

interest is found in diverse habitats including semi-natural woodland, the
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traditional network of hedgerows and trees and riverside meadows.

The historical legacy of the Clun reflects its vulnerable position in the
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Marches, an area long fought over by the English and Welsh. There
remain many earthworks associated with defensive sites. %
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The Clun ESA aims to protect and, where possible, enhance the ﬁ
traditional farmed landscape and associated wildlife and historical %sg
interests through management of characteristic landscape A\
elements such as hedges, woodland and traditional buildings, and ‘ 02::1;
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the maintenance and enhancement of existing grassland and

historical features.
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THE ESA SCHEME
WHAT DOES IT OFFER?

Voluntary entry.

Several farm management options.

Payments reviewed regularly.

Access to capital grants.

ELIGIBILITY

If you occupy land within the ESA, and it is in
agricultural use, you may be eligible to join
the scheme. The different management
options, or tiers, reflect the traditional farming
methods which have led to the special
environmental interest in the area. If you wish
to apply, you may include some or all of the
eligible land in the application. Eligibility for
the individual tiers is described in the
following pages under the heading
‘Conditions of Entry’.

Annual payment based on the amount of land under agreement.

An agreement for ten years with a ‘break clause’ after five years.

OPTIONS

As every farm within the ESA is different, you
are able to choose the options, as shown
opposite, that are most appropriate to your
circumstances. The choice of option can be
made on a field by field basis, having regard
to its ecology and providing the conditions of

entry are satisfied.



REVERSION OF
IMPROVED GRASSLAND
TO EXTENSIVE
PERMANENT GRASSLAND
Tier 2A

REVERSION OF
IMPROVED GRASSLAND

-
ARABLE TO ROUGH GRAZING
AND Tier 2B
LEY
GRASSLAND REVERSION OF
Tier 1A ARABLE LAND TO
PERMANENT GRASSLAND
Tier 3A
CONSERVATION
a HEADLANDS
Tier 3B
EXTENSIVE
PERMANENT
GRASSLAND SOOI
Tier 1B

WET AREA SUPPLEMENT

HEDGE RESTORATION SUPPLEMENT

For more information contact your Project Officer or complete an enquiry form. Both the Project

Officer’s name and the enquiry form are at the back of this booklet.



COMMON CONDITIONS FOR
ALL LAND RECEIVING
ESA PAYMENTS

Some aspects of land management are fundamental to the objectives of this

scheme and they apply to all tiers.

HEDGE MANAGEMENT

Hedges are valuable landscape and ecological
features that provide useful shelter for stock,
and food and nesting cover for birds. It is
important that all stockproof hedges are
maintained and managed to retain their value.
Other old hedgelines should not be damaged

or removed.

HEDGE RESTORATION

The regeneration of non-stockproof hedges is
valuable in helping to restore the landscape
and prevent further loss of old boundaries. A
programme of laying, coppicing, re-planting,
gapping-up and back-fencing will be required
during the first five years of the agreement.

A voluntary programme is available for the

next five years.

Hedgerow trees are also important features
of the landscape and work to encourage
replacements should be included within

restoration programmes.

OTHER DESIGNATIONS

An ESA agreement does not remove the
requirement to comply with the terms of any
other statutory designation such as Sites of
Special Scientific Interest or Scheduled

Ancient Monuments.

CODES OF GOOD
AGRICULTURAL PRACTICE

All participants in the ESA Scheme are
expected to follow the Codes of Good
Agricultural Practice. Copies of the codes
are available free of charge from

DEFRA Publications, Admail 6000,
London SW1A 2XX.

WOODLAND

Woodland, copses and individual trees,
particularly the ancient and semi-natural
broadleaved areas, are important landscape

features and wildlife habitats.

You will be required to maintain and protect
your woodlands in a way that will enhance
the nature conservation and landscape value

of native woodland.



REVERSION OF IMPROVED
GRASSLAND TO ROUGH
GRAZING

Some improved grassland has potential to revert to rough grazing with particular
value to a range of bird species. The objective is to enhance the wildlife value
or protect adjoining environmental interests.

TIER CONDITIONS OF ENTRY

2B You may enter any improved grassland

included in Tier 1A capable of reversion.

FARMYARD MANURE

In addition to the Tier 1B prescriptions you
are not allowed to apply FYM to land in this
tier. It is unlikely that it would be appropriate,
but any such application could affect the

balance of the natural sward diversity as it

reverts.
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TIER
3A

REVERSION OF ARABLE
LAND TO PERMANENT
GRASSLAND

Areas of arable and ley grassland on or near the upland plateau may be capable

of reversion to permanent grassland. The objective of this tier is to benefit the

wildlife, landscape and historical interests by encouraging reversion to grassland.

CONDITIONS OF ENTRY

You may enter all or any part of your
arable or ley grassland under five years

old on or near to the upland plateau.

ESTABLISHING GRASS SEED

You will be required to agree a programme of
nutrient stripping to reduce the fertility status
of the soil prior to establishing a specified
seed mixture. There is concern over the
sowing of non-native or agricultural cultivars
of some species used in downland recreation
mixes. It is therefore a requirement that the
details of the seed mixture must be agreed
with your Project Officer to ensure suitable

native species of local provenance are chosen.
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NUTRIENTS DURING
ESTABLISHMENT

You may need to apply some nutrients during
the first 12 months of establishment but this
should only be done with the agreement of

your Project Officer.

SUBSEQUENT MANAGEMENT

In order to aid the natural reversion process
you will be required to take hay crops during
the first three years following establishment.
The land should then be managed in
accordance with the prescriptions of either

Tier 2A or Tier 2B, as agreed beforehand.



CONSERVATION
HEADLANDS

The wildlife value of arable land can be considerably enhanced by appropriate

management of field margins. The objective of this option is to benefit birds

such as grey partridge by modifying the management of field margins.

TIER CONDITIONS OF ENTRY

3B A strip of land at least six metres wide
along the edge of any arable fields
growing cereals can be entered into this
tier. This area may be rotated around your

farm as agreed with your Project Officer.

12

HEADLAND MANAGEMENT

The edges of arable fields provide good
habitat without significantly affecting the
quality of the crop that you take from the

rest of the field. The headland strip must be
at least six metres wide. Insecticides may only
be used between 31 August and the following
15 March. An up to date list of permitted
pesticides is available on request from your

Project Officer.



HEDGEROW RESTORATION
SUPPLEMENT

There are many hedgerows in the Clun that rely on sympathetic management

for their landscape and wildlife value. The objective of this supplement is to

encourage the regeneration of such hedgerows by appropriate management

and protection.

CONDITIONS OF ENTRY

You will be required to agree a
programme of hedgerow restoration
during years one to five of your

agreement.

After the first five years of your

agreement, you may apply to carry out

further works during the next five years.
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RESTORATION MANAGEMENT

To revitalise an old hedge line it will be
necessary to consider a combination of
laying, replanting and coppicing. Back-
fencing is essential to protect the works

from stock damage.

HEDGEROW TREES

These are important landscape features with
significant ecological value and have
continued to decline over many years. You
will be required to agree, if appropriate, a
programme of tagging or planting as part of

your hedge restoration proposals.



WET AREA SUPPLEMENT

Wet grassland is of prime importance for a number of species of upland wading

birds. The area of this valuable habitat has declined markedly in recent years

due to extensive agricultural drainage.

The obijective of this supplement is to create areas of wet rough grassland to

provide feeding and nesting habitat for upland wading birds.

CONDITIONS OF ENTRY

You may enter any suitable land that may
show an environmental benefit from re-

wetting.

WETTING PROGRAMME

You may agree with the Project Officer a
programme of work to increase wetness on
designated areas of land. This programme
may include changes in management practice,
including the temporary exclusion of stock or
reduced stocking rates, and the blocking or

diversion of drains.

WOODLAND TIER

There are many small areas of non-commercial woodland, especially within the

dingles which are important for landscape and wildlife habitats.

The objective of this tier is to maintain and protect your woodland in a way

that will enhance its nature conservation and landscape value.

WooDp- CONDITIONS OF ENTRY

LAND You may enter into this tier individual
TIER areas of woodland up to one hectare
in size.
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MANAGEMENT PLAN

You must agree in writing with the Project
Officer and implement a programme of
management operations to enhance the nature
conservation and landscape value of the
woodland. This will involve making and

keeping the woodland stockproof.

Your Project Officer can advise you on the
various grants available for stockproofing,

planting, regenerating and managing woodland.



ACCESS
TIER

PUBLIC
ACCESS

The access option is intended to enable you to permit new access by the public

along routes across or around your ESA land for the lifetime of the agreement.

The route would take the form of a ten metre wide strip which is signposted

and available for use by the public at no charge.

CONDITIONS OF ENTRY

You may enter one or more routes on
enclosed land which is also entered into
one of the ESA’s options. Land which is
subject to an existing Public Right of Way
is not eligible. If the proposed route is
likely to damage the ESA’s wildlife or

other objectives it may not be accepted.

SITUATION

New routes are likely to be most appropriate
on sites which are close to towns or villages
where there may be a public need for further
areas for walking within the countryside. New
routes could provide:
e circular walks which link up with existing
Public Rights of Way
e access to a fine viewpoint or historical
feature

e a walk along a riverside or woodland.
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ELIGIBILITY

Routes should be easy to reach on foot or it
should be possible to park nearby. Payments
are not available where there is an existing
Right of Way or where the public have
traditionally been allowed to walk even
though no rights exist. Where this de facto
access has existed for some time the courts
might, if required, deem it to be a Public
Right of Way. If, however, the existing use by
public is only occasional and by only a few
people then payment under the scheme may

be possible.

Signs and directional arrows will be
provided for you to put up. New stiles,

gates and footbridges may be eligible for

grant under a Conservation Plan.

COUNTRYSIDE AND RIGHTS
OF WAY AcTt 2000

Under the Act, the ESA scheme does not
make payment for new access provision on
land that may qualify as ‘Open Countryside’

e.g. mountain, moor, heath and downland.



CONSERVATION PLAN

The Conservation Plan provides an opportunity to carry out a variety of capital

works which will enhance the character of the landscape, wildlife habitats

and protect historic features. Grants are also available to help with the cost of

certain works that are a requirement of the more demanding environmental

options. Prior approval in writing is needed before any work starts or

materials are bought.

This part of the ESA agreement is optional
and works can be carried out over a time
period that suits you. Standard payment rates
are available on many items allowing you to
carry out work yourself. A Conservation Plan

can include:

e Works to protect sites of historical or
archaeological value or interest.

e Hedge planting, gapping, coppicing and
renovation.

e Restoration and creation of ponds, wet
areas, wet meadows and river banks.

e Management of scrub.
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Renovation of traditional farm buildings
using traditional local styles and materials.
Creation of species-rich hay meadows.
Control of bracken.

Regeneration of suppressed heather.
Provision and restoration of gates, stiles
and footbridges for public access.
Restoration or enhancement of wildlife
habitats.

The complete list of eligible items and rates of
grant payable is set out on the information

sheet.
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