


The Cotswold Hills ESA Scheme aims to maintain and

enhance the distinctive landscape of the area, its

archaeological interest and wildlife habitats by encouraging a

mixture of environmentally friendly livestock and arable

farming systems.

This map is illustrative not definitive.
Reproduced from the 1993 Ordnance Survey 1:250,000 mapping with the permission of
the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office © Crown copyright. Unauthorised
reproduction infringes Crown copyright and may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings.
DEFRA Licence No: GD272361.
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THE ESA SCHEME
WHAT DOES IT OFFER?

• Voluntary entry.

• Annual payment based on the amount of land under agreement.

• Several management options.

• Payments reviewed regularly.

• An agreement for ten years with a ‘break clause’ after five years.

• Access to capital grants.

ELIGIBILITY

If you occupy land within the ESA, and it is in

agricultural use, you may be eligible to join the

scheme. The different management options, or

tiers, reflect the traditional farming methods

which have led to the special environmental

interest in the area. This is a ‘whole farm’

scheme – if you submit an application you

must include all your agricultural land within

the ESA. Eligibility for the individual tiers is

described in the following pages under the

heading ‘Conditions of Entry’.

OPTIONS

As every farm within the ESA is different, you

are able to choose the options, as shown

opposite, that are most appropriate to your

circumstances. The choice of option can be

made on a field by field basis, having regard to

its environmental interest and providing the

conditions of entry are satisfied. Management

within the more demanding options includes

the requirement to follow all the prescriptions

in a less demanding option.
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For more information contact your Project Officer or complete an enquiry form. Both the Project

Officer’s name and the enquiry form are at the back of this booklet.

ARABLE LAND

WINTER STUBBLES

Tier 3A

CONSERVATION

HEADLANDS

Tier 3B

REVERSION TO

PERMANENT

GRASSLAND

Tier 2

IMPROVED

PERMANENT

GRASSLAND

Tier 1B

EXTENSIVE

PERMANENT

GRASSLAND

Tier 1C

ARABLE AND 

LEY GRASSLAND

Tier 1A

GRASSLAND
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COMMON CONDITIONS FOR
ALL LAND RECEIVING
AN ESA AGREEMENT

Some aspects of land management are fundamental to the objectives of the

scheme and apply to land in all tiers. 

FIELD BOUNDARIES

Dry stone walls and hedges are an essential

part of the Cotswold landscape. They help to

define local character and are important

wildlife habitats as well as archaeological

features in their own right. A programme of

hedge and wall restoration must be agreed

and the work is eligible for grant aid at an

attractive rate.

LIVESTOCK

Grazing is essential if the ecological value of

the grassland is to be maintained, and where

practical, enhanced. While sheep and cattle are

most appropriate, horses may graze the land

provided that they do so in conjunction with

sheep or cattle. Greatest benefit will occur

where management takes account of the

specific needs of individual sites. Project

Officers can provide advice on management.

BUILDINGS AND OTHER

HISTORIC FEATURES

There are many fine buildings in the Cotswolds

reflecting the rich farming heritage of the area.

Traditional farm buildings, frequently stone

built with stone slate roofs are particularly

valuable. They are less practical for modern

farming and without careful maintenance these

can quickly fall into disrepair. Grant aid may

be available to help restore such buildings

under a Conservation Plan. The area is also

very rich in historical and archaeological

features that are vulnerable to modern farming

practices. Care should be taken when carrying

out field cultivations or grazing livestock to

ensure that damage does not occur. Grants

may be available to you to help you protect

these features.
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ARABLE REVERSION TO
PERMANENT GRASSLAND

The Cotswolds has always been an area of mixed farming, however, species rich

grassland has become more fragmented and isolated as old grassland has been

ploughed up or improved. Arable reversion to permanent grassland can help

protect remaining limestone grassland by buffering it from arable operations and

by creating a more viable management unit. Arable reversion can also protect

earthworks and buried archaeology from potentially damaging arable operations.

CONDITIONS OF ENTRY

You may enter all or any part of your

land which was in an arable rotation on

31 December 1993. Ley grassland which

has been in place for more than five years

is not eligible. Priority will be given to

land which is most likely to produce

high quality results.

SEED MIXTURES

To encourage the development of a species

rich sward which will survive under low input

management you must agree the details of

your seed mixture with your Project Officer.

This will normally include a mixture of at least

six species of grass of native origin.

FIELD OPERATIONS

Once a sward has been established you should

manage the land according to the extensive

permanent grassland tier. However, in the first

three years of your agreement you should take

a hay cut. This encourages the colonisation of

native plants by allowing them to germinate

and set seed as well as by reducing the

nutrient status of the land.

TIER

2
The purchase of a more diverse wildflower

seed mix may be eligible for grant aid under

a Conservation Plan.
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OVER-WINTERED STUBBLES
FOLLOWED BY A SPRING CROP

FIELD OPERATIONS

In order to maintain a food supply available to

birds throughout the winter, the land must be

left with a cereal or linseed stubble until the

1 March. The land must be left undisturbed

over the winter, no mechanical operations

should be carried out including the spreading

of farm yard manure and no cover crop should

be sown.

If there is a serious weed infestation herbicide

use may be allowed with the agreement of

your Project Officer.

The Cotswolds still retains small populations of some of our most rare farmland

birds, such as the corn bunting, grey partridge and quail. These birds depend

on seeds and grain left in cereal stubbles for their winter survival. However,

spring sown crops are becoming more rare and so threatening the survival of

these once common birds. This tier aims to encourage more winter stubbles

and hence later sown spring crops to benefit all farmlands birds. This type

of cropping should also allow ground nesting birds to breed successfully in

crops as harvest dates will be slightly later.

CONDITIONS OF ENTRY

You may enter all, or part of your land

in cereal or linseed production, the area

under agreement may be rotated around

your farm as agreed with your Project

Officer.

TIER

3A
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CONSERVATION HEADLANDS

Conservation headlands can considerably increase the wildlife of cereal fields and

can particularly benefit rare arable plants such as cornflower and shepherds

needle which are both found in the Cotswolds. The restriction on pesticide use

also allows insects to survive, which along with the greater diversity of plants

provides a valuable feeding area for young and adult birds, particularly partridges

and buntings. The aim of this tier is to encourage the management of cereal field

margins to benefit wildlife.

CONDITIONS OF ENTRY

A strip of land between 10 and 12 metres

wide along the edge of cereal fields can be

entered into this tier. The minimum area

that can be entered into this tier is 1 ha

(this is roughly 1000 m of margin). This

area can be rotated around your farm, but

you will be expected to enter a similar area

in each year of your agreement.

FIELD OPERATIONS

To discourage the more invasive weeds of

fertile ground you should not apply any

fertiliser to the headland after the harvest of

the previous crop. Insecticides should not be

used after 15 March to allow insects to colonise

the headland in time for the bird nesting

season. Herbicides or mechanical weed control

should not be used at all but if there is a

serious weed infestation certain herbicides may

be used with the Project Officers agreement.

Serious grass weed infestations can be treated

without the specific agreement of the Project

Officer as long as the active ingredient is one of

those listed in section 58 of the detailed

prescriptions at the back of this booklet.

You may include a sterile strip, not more than

one metre wide, between the crop and the

field margin which may be cultivated and

sprayed with a herbicide, subject to Arable

Area Payment Scheme rules.

As headlands managed in this way can be

attractive to ground nesting birds mechanical

operations which may disturb them, such as

rolling, should be avoided wherever possible. 

TIER

3B
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PUBLIC ACCESS

The access option is intended to enable you to permit new access by the public

along routes across or around your ESA land for the lifetime of the agreement.

The route would take the form of a 10-metre wide strip which is signposted and

available for use by the public at no charge.

SITUATION

New routes are likely to be most appropriate

on sites which are close to towns and villages

where there may be a public need for further

areas of walking within the countryside. New

routes could provide:

• circular walks which link up with existing

Public Rights of Way

• access to a fine view point or historical

feature

• a walk along a riverside or woodland

edge.

CONDITIONS OF ENTRY

You may enter one or more routes on

enclosed land which is also entered into

one of the ESA’s options. Land which is

subject to an existing Public Right of Way

is not eligible. If the proposed route is

likely to damage the ESA’s wildlife or

other objectives it may not be accepted.

ELIGIBILITY

Routes should be easy to reach on foot or it

should be possible to park nearby. Payments

are not available where there is an existing

Right of Way or where the public have

traditionally been allowed to walk even though

no rights exist. Where this de facto access has

existed for some time the courts might, if

required, deem it to be a Public Right of Way.

If, however, the existing use by the public is

only occasional then payment under the new

scheme may be possible.

Signs and directional arrows will be

provided for you to put up. New stiles, gates

and footbridges may be eligible under the

scheme for grant under a Conservation Plan.

COUNTRYSIDE AND RIGHTS

OF WAY ACT 2000
Under the Act, the ESA scheme does not make

payment for new access provision on land

that may qualify as ‘Open Countryside’

e.g. mountain, moor, heath and downland.
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CONSERVATION
PLAN

The Conservation Plan provides an opportunity to carry out a variety of capital

works which will enhance the character of the landscape and wildlife habitats,

and will protect historic features. Grants are also available to subsidise the cost of

certain works that are a requirement of the more demanding environmental

options, e.g. fencing to aid re-introduction of grazing. Prior approval in writing is

needed before any work starts or materials are bought.

This part of the ESA agreement is optional and

can be carried out over a time that suits you.

Standard payment rates have been calculated

for many eligible items, making it easy for

farmers to carry out work themselves and

claim on a standard basis. These rates will be

used as the basis of payment calculations

where appropriate. A Conservation Plan

agreement can include:

• other works for the restoration or

enhancement of wildlife habitats

• creation of new ponds

• restoration of traditional farm buildings

• hedge planting

• fencing in connection with Grassland

Management Plans.

The complete list of eligible items and rates

of grant payable is set out on the information

sheet.
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• List of Prescriptions

• Information Sheet

• Enquiry Form


