


DARTMOOR ESA
Dartmoor is the highest and largest area of upland in

Southern England. The wild, open, heather and grass

moorland, renowned for its rugged granite tors and

blanket bogs, conceals the extensive remains of an

anciently occupied and farmed landscape. On the

edge of the moors, the land descends to enclosed

farmland and steep-sided river valleys, often

wooded, with occasional flower-rich meadows and

unimproved pastures. The historic character of the

area is reflected in the pattern of small fields

enclosed by large hedgebanks or substantial granite

stone walls, together with traditional farmsteads and

buildings built of stone, cob and slate.

Without farming, the landscape and wildlife would

not survive as it does today. In order to conserve the

special character of Dartmoor it is essential to retain

the traditional hill farming practices, including the

upland rearing of livestock.

The Dartmoor ESA aims to protect and enhance

the area’s special landscape, wildlife and

historic values through the maintenance and

adoption of environmentally beneficial livestock

farming systems and other land management

practices.

This map is illustrative not definitive.
Reproduced from the 1998 Ordnance Survey 1:250,000 mapping with the permission of the Controller of
Her Majesty’s Stationery Office © Crown copyright. Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown copyright and
may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings. DEFRA Licence No: GD272361.
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THE ESA SCHEME
WHAT DOES IT OFFER?

• Voluntary entry.

• Annual payment based on the area of land under agreement.

• Several farm management options.

• Payments reviewed regularly.

• An agreement for ten years with a ‘break clause’ after five years.

• Access to capital grants.

ELIGIBILITY

If you occupy land within the ESA, and it is in

agricultural use, you may be eligible to join

the scheme. The different management

options, or tiers, reflect the traditional farming

methods which have led to the special

environmental interest of the area. This is

a ‘whole farm’ scheme. If you submit an

application you must include all your land

lying within the ESA. Eligibility for the

individual tiers is described in the following

pages under the heading ‘Conditions of Entry’.

OPTIONS

As every farm within the ESA is different,

you are able to select from the tiers shown

opposite the most appropriate to your

circumstances. The choice of tier will be

made on a field by field basis having regard

to its agri-environmental interest and

providing the conditions of entry are satisfied.

Management within the more demanding tier

options includes the requirement to follow

the all-land prescriptions and those specific

to that particular tier.
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For more information contact your Project Officer or complete an enquiry form. Both the Project

Officer’s name and the enquiry form are at the back of this booklet.

ARABLE AND LEY GRASSLAND

Tier 1A

IMPROVED

PERMANENT GRASSLAND

Tier 1B

LOW-INPUT

PERMANENT GRASSLAND

Tier 1C

UNIMPROVED PASTURE AND

ENCLOSED ROUGH LAND

Tier 1D

SPECIES-RICH

HAY MEADOWS

Tier 2A

MOORLAND

Tier 1E

MOORLAND RE-CREATION

Tier 2C

WINTER CATTLE
REMOVAL

SUPPLEMENT

EARLY WINTER
STOCKING LEVEL

SUPPLEMENT

WOODLAND

TRADITIONAL HEDGE MANAGEMENT SUPPLEMENT

WALL AND BANK RESTORATION SUPPLEMENT

COMMONS SUPPLEMENT

MOORLAND 

ENHANCEMENT

Tier 2B
WINTER LIVESTOCK REMOVAL

SUPPLEMENT

SUMMER PURPLE
MOORGRASS

GRAZING
SUPPLEMENT
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COMMON CONDITIONS FOR
ALL LAND RECEIVING

ESA PAYMENTS

Some aspects of land management are fundamental to achieving the objectives

of the scheme and they apply to land in all tiers.

WALLS, BANKS AND HEDGES

Walls and banks with hedges are key

components of Dartmoor’s character and

some have been present in the landscape

since prehistoric times. They are valuable for

plants, birds, animals and invertebrates. You

will be asked to look after your stockproof

field boundaries to ensure they are

maintained and not damaged or removed.

TREES AND WOODLAND

Trees and particularly native broadleaf

woodlands are an important part of

Dartmoor’s landscape and wildlife. You will

be required to conserve and protect these

features in a way that will maintain their

wildlife conservation and landscape value.

BOULDERS AND WATER

FEATURES

Rock outcrops, boulders and watercourses are

key elements of Dartmoor’s landscape and

important for wildlife. You will be required to

retain and maintain these features.

SCRUB AND BRACKEN

It is recognised that too much scrub and

bracken can be a management problem.

However, scrub can provide important

habitats for rare butterflies, such as fritillaries,

and other animals. You will need to agree any

plans for bracken before carrying out work.

TRADITIONAL BUILDINGS

Granite, stone and cob buildings are

characteristic of Dartmoor and many are of

historic importance. You will have to maintain

your traditional farm buildings which are now

weatherproof, using traditional materials.

If you are a tenant, you will not be required

to maintain those buildings that are your

landlord’s responsibility.

COMMON LAND

If you have grazing rights on common land,

you will be encouraged to reach agreement

with other commoners to enter the common

into the ESA, but this is not obligatory in

order to enter your non-common land into

the ESA.
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MOORLAND

MANAGEMENT

All moorland needs particular management,

and this will vary according to the type of

semi-natural vegetation and its condition.

Under this tier, you will be required to agree

and implement a Moorland Management

Plan which will include stocking levels

and systems, together with any necessary

controlled burning, cutting, scrub and bracken

management.

A number of supplements are available for

this tier. Please refer to pages 14 and 15 for

more details.

The expanses of moorland on Dartmoor give the area its special character and

great importance in terms of wildlife, landscape and historical interest. The

objective of this tier is to maintain and enhance the broad mosaic of dwarf

shrub heath, blanket bog and other semi-natural vegetation.

CONDITIONS OF ENTRY

Any land which is covered by semi-

natural upland vegetation and which is

generally unenclosed except along

ownership boundaries.

TIER

1E
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SPECIES-RICH HAY MEADOWS

Traditional hay meadows on high Dartmoor are now scarce and are important as

they support a wide range of plants some of which are rare, eg butterfly

orchids. The objective is to improve the botanical and other wildlife diversity

of the meadows through specific habitat management.

CONDITIONS OF ENTRY

You may enter into this tier all or any of

your species-rich hay meadows or

grassland which has the potential to

develop a species-rich sward.

MOWING AND GRAZING

To create conditions in which hay plants and

ground nesting birds can flourish, you will

have to delay the annual cutting of these

meadows until 15 July and after 31 July at

least once every five years. Chain harrowing

and rolling is permitted except during 1 April

to 15 July. You will be expected to remove

the cut crop and graze the aftermath.

FERTILISER USE

Wild flowers and herbs cannot tolerate high

soil nutrient levels. You will be asked to

ensure that applications of well-rotted

farmyard manure do not exceed current

levels; in any case, no more than 20 tonnes

per hectare should be applied in any three

year period. FYM should be applied once

only in a single dressing. No inorganic

fertiliser, lime, slag or any acid reducing

material should be applied.

TIER

2A
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MOORLAND ENHANCEMENT

Some areas of moorland and heathland have been, and are continuing to be,

heavily grazed or inappropriately managed. This has resulted in the semi-natural

vegetation being in a poor or suppressed condition. The objective is to enhance

the condition of moorland and heathland vegetation, in particular heather and

other dwarf-shrub heath, blanket bog and valley mire.

CONDITIONS OF ENTRY

You may enter into this tier moorland

with vegetation which is in poor or

suppressed condition, or blanket bog and

lowland heath.

MANAGEMENT

You will be required to agree in writing and

implement a Moorland Management Plan. The

plan will set out the grazing regimes and

stocking levels, take account of specific site

needs and different vegetation management

requirements both within and between

grazing units.

TIER

2B



13

MOORLAND RE-CREATION

In the post war years up to about 1980, much heather moorland and heathland

was converted to improved agricultural land with a resulting loss of important

wildlife habitat and landscape value. The objective is to encourage, where

appropriate, the conversion of improved land back to heather moorland

and other heathland.

CONDITIONS OF ENTRY

You may enter into this category any

appropriate land that has previously been

moorland or heathland and which has the

potential to revert to heather moorland or

other heathland.

MANAGEMENT

You will be required to follow an agreed

restoration plan which will be reviewed after

five years when, subject to good heather or

heath establishment, a revised grazing

programme may be agreed and implemented.

TIER

2C
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SUPPLEMENTARY PAYMENT
OPTIONS

TRADITIONAL HEDGE

MANAGEMENT

Managing hedges in the traditional manner is

beneficial both for the hedge and for wildlife,

the landscape and protection of the historical

resource.

An annual payment is available for stockproof

hedges, where you agree to manage them in

a traditional way. This will mean that the

hedge must be allowed to grow up without

top trimming and be laid at the appropriate

time in the management cycle. The sides of

the hedge should be trimmed from time to

time. A grant is available under the

Conservation Plan for laying.

WALL AND BANK

RESTORATION

Most farms have some walls or banks that are

not stockproof. An additional payment is

available for the restoration of walls and

banks, where the work is undertaken as part

of an agreed programme.

WINTER LIVESTOCK REMOVAL

(for land in Tier 1D)

Semi-natural vegetation and valuable wildlife

habitats can be adversely affected by winter

grazing. An annual payment is available, if,

as part of an agreed written Grassland

Management Plan, livestock are removed

between 1 November and 31 March. 

WINTER CATTLE REMOVAL

(for land in Tier 1E)

Semi-natural vegetation, particularly if in a

poor condition, can be damaged by cattle in

winter. An annual payment is available under

Tier 1E, if, as part of an agreed written

Moorland Management Plan, cattle are

removed from the moorland between

1 November and 15 April.

EARLY WINTER STOCKING

LEVEL

(for land in Tier 1E)

Vegetation, particularly dwarf-shrub heath, can

be easily damaged in the vulnerable autumn

period if there are too many stock grazing. An

annual payment is available if, as part of an

agreed written Moorland Management Plan,

you comply with the permitted winter

stocking levels and conditions from

1 September to 15 April.


