


The Essex Coast ESA scheme aims to protect and, where possible,

enhance the distinctive landscape, wildlife and historic resources

of the area by encouraging beneficial agricultural practices and

sensitive management.

This map is illustrative not definitive.
Reproduced from the 1993 Ordnance Survey 1:250,000 mapping with the permission of the Controller of
Her Majesty’s Stationery Office © Crown copyright. Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown copyright and
may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings. DEFRA Licence No: GD272361.
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THE ESA SCHEME
WHAT DOES IT OFFER?

• Voluntary entry.

• Annual payment based on the amount of land under agreement.

• Several farm management options.

• Payments reviewed regularly.

• An agreement for ten years with a ‘break clause’ after five years.

• Access to capital grants.

ELIGIBILITY

If you occupy land within the ESA area, and it

is in agricultural use, you may be eligible to

join the scheme. The different management

options, or tiers, reflect the traditional farming

methods which have led to the special

environmental interests in the area. If you wish

to apply you must include all of the permanent

grassland but any, or none of your arable land

within the ESA. Eligibility for the individual

tiers is described in the following pages under

the heading ‘Conditions of Entry’.

OPTIONS

As every farm within the ESA is different, you

are able to choose the options, as shown

opposite, that are the most appropriate to your

circumstances. The choice of option can be

made on a field by field basis, having regard to

its environmental interest and providing the

conditions of entry are satisfied.
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ARABLE REVERSION

Tier 3
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For more information contact your Project Officer or complete an enquiry form. Both the Project

Officer’s name and the enquiry form are at the back of this booklet.

PERMANENT GRASSLAND

Tier 1

WET GRASSLAND

Tier 2A

MARSHLAND

Tier 2B

GRAZING MARSH 

SUPPLEMENT

WILDFOWL PASTURE 

SUPPLEMENT
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COMMON CONDITIONS FOR
ALL LAND RECEIVING

AN ESA PAYMENT

Some aspects of land management are fundamental to the objectives of this

scheme and they apply to land in all tiers.

GRASSLAND

The basic requirements for all ESA agreements

is to maintain the grassland sward in

appropriate condition to provide a wildlife

habitat, that contributes to the landscape

and helps to protect historic features. This

management includes appropriate control

of thistles, docks, nettles and ragwort, avoiding

over or undergrazing, or damaging the sward

by grazing or other operations in wet

conditions. Where horses are grazed,

appropriate management practices will usually

be required to reduce problems with grassland

condition, or preferably to graze swards along

with cattle or sheep.

WATER RETENTION

Even temporary wetland habitats can

significantly improve the value of a site for

wildlife. Although water supply may not be

reliable enough for the Wet Grassland or

Marshland Tiers, at most sites some of the

surplus rainfall can usually be retained in

ditches and low areas without any disturbance

to farming operations. Free advice is available

and you are required to agree with the Project

Officer a programme of appropriate, simple

measures to retain water to enhance the

environment. The cost of any capital works

may be eligible for a grant as part of a

Conservation Plan.

MANAGEMENT OF LANDSCAPE

AND HISTORIC FEATURES

These may be visible as old creeks and ant

hills on the unimproved marshes, counterwalls,

ditches, ponds or hedges, or less obvious as

‘red hill’ salt production sites or crop marks of

buildings from Roman or other occupation.

They should not be removed but receive

appropriate protection and management. Free

advice and a comprehensive range of capital

grants within a Conservation Plan are available

to encourage the restoration of these features.

OTHER DESIGNATIONS

An ESA agreement does not remove the

requirement to comply with the terms of any

other statutory designation such as Sites of

Special Scientific Interest or Scheduled

Monuments.
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SUPPLEMENTARY PAYMENT
OPTIONS

GRAZING MARSH SUPPLEMENT

(for land in Tiers 1 or 3)

Grazing by sheep or cattle increases the

environmental value of grassland by providing

a habitat for a wider range of plants and

animals. Lower stocking rates will reduce

disturbance and damage to nests of ground

nesting birds such as skylark, redshank and

lapwing. Increasing the retention of water will

also benefit these and other species. The

objective of this supplement is to maintain and

enhance the ecological interest of the marshes

by encouraging livestock grazing and other

environmentally sensitive farming practices.

If you are able to graze this land at a low

intensity in spring, or after a later hay cut, your

land can be considered for this supplement.

Grassland management is the same as Tier 2A

but without specific water level prescriptions.

WILDFOWL PASTURE

SUPPLEMENT

(for land in Tiers 1, 2A or 3 )

The Essex Coast, with its combination of

grazing marshes, saltmarsh and mudflats is

nationally and internationally important for

overwintering wildfowl and waders. Ten

per cent of the world population of dark-

bellied brent geese, which winter along the

Essex Coast, along with wigeon and waders

such as golden plover and lapwing, prefer to

use short lush swards in undisturbed locations.

Large open areas of land adjacent to the sea

wall and other feeding and roosting sites, and

which are known to have been used by these

species are particularly targeted for this

supplement. 

A maximum sward height of eight cm (two to

three inches) should be produced either by

suitable grazing or by cutting. Where cutting is

used, at least three cuts are recommended,

avoiding a mulch on the surface. An

application of 50 kg/ha nitrogen fertiliser is

required in September to improve the

condition of the sward for grazing by wildfowl.

This should not be applied if it will exceed

other specified limits to fertiliser application or

within ten metres of field boundaries, where

wildfowl are less likely to graze.

Land may be considered either separately or,

in appropriate circumstances, jointly for the

Grazing Marsh Supplement and Wildfowl

Pasture Supplement where all the conditions

can be satisfied in addition to those of the

eligible tiers 
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PUBLIC ACCESS

The access option is intended to enable you to permit new access by the public

along routes across or around your ESA land for the lifetime of your agreement.

The route would take the form of a 10-metre wide strip which is signposted and

available for use by the public at no charge.

SITUATION

New routes are likely to be most appropriate

on sites which are close to towns or villages

where there may be a public need for further

areas of walking within the countryside. New

routes could provide:

• circular walks which link up with existing

Public Rights of Way

• access to a fine view point or historical

feature

• a walk along a riverside or woodland.

CONDITIONS OF ENTRY

You may enter one or more routes on

enclosed land which is also entered into

one of the ESA’s options. Land which is

subject to an existing Public Right of Way

is not eligible. If the proposed route is

likely to damage the ESA’s wildlife or other

objectives, it may not be accepted.

ELIGIBILITY

Routes should be easy to reach on foot or it

should be possible to park nearby. Payments

are not available where there is an existing

Right of Way or where the public have

traditionally been allowed to walk even though

no rights exist. Where this de facto access has

existed for some time, the courts might, if

required, deem it to be a Public Right of Way.

If however, the existing use by the public is

only occasional, then payment under the new

scheme may be possible. 

Signs and directional arrows will be provided

for you to put up. New stiles, gates and

footbridges may be eligible for grant under

a Conservation Plan.

COUNTRYSIDE AND RIGHTS

OF WAY ACT 2000
Under the Act, the ESA scheme does not

make payment for new access provision on

land that may qualify as ‘Open Countryside’

e.g. mountain, moor, heath and downland.



12

CONSERVATION
PLAN

The Conservation Plan provides an opportunity to carry out a variety of capital

works which will enhance the character of the landscape and wildlife habitats,

and will protect historic features. Grants are also available to help with the cost of

certain works that are a requirement of more demanding environmental options,

e.g. construction of water penning and control structures. DEFRA’s written

permission is required before any work is started.

This part of the ESA is optional and works can

be carried out over a time period that suits

you. Standard Payment Rates are available on

many eligible items, allowing farmers to carry

out the work themselves. A Conservation Plan

agreement can involve many items, including:

• water penning and control structures and

works

• restoration and reprofiling of ditches 

• creation and restoration of ponds and

scrapes 

• hedge laying, coppicing and planting. 

The complete list of eligible items is set out

on the information sheet.
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• List of Prescriptions

• Information Sheet

• Enquiry Form


