
The North Kent Marshes ESA aims to maintain and, where

possible, enhance the distinctive landscape and associated wildlife

and historic resources of the area by encouraging beneficial

farming and other land management practices.



NORTH KENT MARSHES ESA

The North Kent Marshes have a unique character and value. The

historical reclamation of saltmarsh and subsequent  conversion to

grassland for extensive stock grazing created an open, remote landscape,

protected by seawalls and drained by a network of brackish and

freshwater ditches. The marshes are of international importance for

birds, particularly overwintering and breeding waders and wildfowl.

The ditches themselves provide important habitats for a valuable range

of flora and fauna. The marshes hold a considerable historical heritage.

Features of archaeological interest, such as saltworking mounds, the

remains of ancient field systems and evidence of Roman settlements

occur in the area, some remaining concealed under overlying alluvium.

The marshes need the active involvement of the farming community,

without whose management the wildlife, landscape and historical

interest of the area may be diminished.

This map is illustrative not definitive.
Reproduced from the 1993 Ordnance Survey 1:250,000 mapping with the permission of the Controller of
Her Majesty’s Stationery Office © Crown Copyright. Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown copyright and
may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings. DEFRA Licence No: GD272361.
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THE ESA SCHEME
WHAT DOES IT OFFER?

• Voluntary entry. 

• Annual payment based on the amount of land under agreement.

• Several farm management options.

• Payments reviewed regularly.

• An agreement for ten years with a ‘break clause’ after five years.

• Access to capital grants.

ELIGIBILITY

If you occupy land within the ESA, and it

is in agricultural use, you may be eligible to

join the scheme. The different management

options, or tiers reflect the traditional farming

methods which have led to the special

environmental interest in the area. If you wish

to apply, you may include some or all of the

eligible land in the application. Eligibility for

the individual tiers is described in the

following pages under the heading

‘Conditions of Entry’.

OPTIONS

As every farm within the ESA is different,

you are able to choose the options, as shown

opposite, that are most appropriate to your

circumstances. The choice of options can be

made on a field by field basis, having regard

to its ecology and providing the conditions

of entry are satisfied. Management within

the more demanding options includes the

requirement to follow all the prescriptions

in a less demanding option.
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For more information contact your Project Officer or complete an enquiry form. Both the Project

Officer’s name and the enquiry form are at the back of this booklet. 
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COMMON CONDITIONS FOR
ALL LAND RECEIVING

ESA PAYMENTS

Some aspects of land management are fundamental to the objectives of the

scheme and they apply to land in all tiers.

LANDSCAPE FEATURES

The management of ditches, gateways and

wing fences, pond and reedbeds and other

features such as hedgelines and sites of

historic interest can have a major impact on

the landscape. A rotational ditch management

programme must be agreed and implemented

during the life of your ESA agreement. Other

landscape elements must be positively

managed and not be removed or damaged.

WEED CONTROL

Because grazing marsh contains a variety of

plants and insects sensitive to chemicals, it is

important that herbicides or pesticides are not

used indiscriminately. Weeds such as thistles,

docks, nettles or ragwort must be controlled

either by topping or by spot spraying or weed

wiping. You should discuss any other weed

problems with your Project Officer.

OTHER DESIGNATIONS

An ESA agreement does not remove the

requirement to comply with the terms of any

other statutory designation such as Sites

of Special Scientific Interest or Scheduled

Ancient Monuments.

CODES OF GOOD

AGRICULTURAL PRACTICE

All participants in the ESA scheme are

expected to follow the Codes of Good

Agricultural Practice. Copies of the codes

are available free of charge from DEFRA

Publications, Admail 6000, London

SW1A 2XX.

DETAILED PRESCRIPTIONS

The detailed farming prescriptions which

must be followed are set out at the back of

this booklet. In the event of any difficulty in

following these prescriptions, please contact

your Project Officer. It is possible to adapt an

ESA agreement to make allowances for site

specific management for some habitats or

species of particular nature conservation

importance.
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PUBLIC
ACCESS

The access option is intended to enable you to permit new access by the

public along routes across or round your ESA land for the lifetime of the

agreement. The route would take the form of a 10-metre wide strip that

is signposted and available for use by the public at no charge.

CONDITIONS OF ENTRY

You may enter one or more routes on

enclosed land which is also entered into

one of the ESA’s options. Land which is

subject to an existing Public Right of

Way is not eligible. If the proposed

route is likely to damage the ESA’s

wildlife or other objectives it may not be

accepted.

SITUATION

New routes are likely to be most appropriate

on sites that are close to towns or villages

where there may be a public need for further

areas for walking within the countryside. New

routes could provide:

• circular walks which link up with existing

Public Rights of Way

• access to a fine viewpoint or historic

feature

• a walk along a riverside or by woodland.

ELIGIBILITY

Routes should be easy to reach on foot or it

should be possible to park nearby. Payments

are not available where there is an existing

Public Right of Way or where the public have

traditionally been allowed to walk even though

no rights exist. Where this de facto access has

existed for some time the courts might, if

required, deem it to be a Public Right of Way.

If, however, the existing use by the public is

only occasional and by only a few people then

payment under the scheme may be possible.

Signs and directional arrows will be

provided for you to put up. New stiles,

gates and footbridges may be eligible for

grant under a Conservation Plan.

ACCESS

TIER

COUNTRYSIDE AND

RIGHTS OF WAY ACT 2000
Under the Act, the ESA scheme does not

make payment for new access provision on

land that may qualify as ‘Open Countryside’

e.g. mountain, moor, heath and downland.
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CONSERVATION
PLAN

The Conservation Plan provides an opportunity to carry out a variety of capital

works which will enhance the character of the landscape, wildlife habitats and

protect historical features. Grants are available to help with the cost of certain

works that are a requirement of the more demanding environmental options,

e.g. construction of sluices for water management. Prior approval in writing

is needed before any work starts or materials are bought.

This part of the ESA agreement is optional

and can be carried out over a time period

that suits you. Standard payment rates have

been calculated for many eligible items,

making it easy for farmers to carry out work

themselves and claim on a standard basis.

These rates will be used as the basis of

payment calculations where appropriate.

A Conservation Plan can include:

• creation, re-instatement or reprofiling of

ditches

• provision of wooden gates and wing

fencing

• construction of bunds, sluices or other

works to control water levels

• creation and restoration of ponds

• construction and re-construction of

culverts

The complete list of eligible items and rates

of grant payable is set out on the

information sheet.




