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THE ESA SCHEME
WHAT DOES IT OFFER?

• Voluntary entry. 

• Annual payment based on the amount of land under agreement.

• Several farm management options.

• Payments reviewed regularly.

• An agreement for ten years with a ‘break clause’ after five years.

• Access to capital grants.

ELIGIBILITY

If you occupy land within the ESA, and it is in

agricultural use, you may be eligible to join

the scheme. The different management

options, or tiers reflect the traditional farming

methods which have led to the special

environmental interest in the area. This is a

‘whole farm’ scheme. If you submit an

application you must include all your

agricultural land within the ESA.

OPTIONS

As every farm within the ESA is different, you

are able to choose the options, as shown

opposite, that are most appropriate to your

circumstances. The choice of option can be

made on a field by field basis, having regard

to its ecology and providing the conditions of

entry are satisfied. Management within the

more demanding options includes the

requirement to follow all the prescriptions in

a less demanding option.

2



UNIMPROVED

PERMANENT GRASSLAND

Tier 1B(ii)

3

For more information contact your Project Officer or complete an enquiry form. Both the Project

Officer’s name and the enquiry form are at the back of this booklet. 

IMPROVED GRASSLAND

Tier 1A

SEMI-IMPROVED

PERMANENT GRASSLAND

Tier 1B(i)
WET
AREA

SUPPLEMENT

TRADITIONAL
HAY MEADOW
SUPPLEMENT

ENCLOSED ROUGH GRAZING

Tier 1B(iii)

MOORLAND ENHANCEMENT –

EXTENSIFICATION

Tier 2A

MOORLAND – EXCLOSURE

Tier 2B

WOODLAND TIER

FIELD BOUNDARY SUPPLEMENT

MOORLAND

Tier 1C

WET
AREA

SUPPLEMENT
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COMMON CONDITIONS FOR
ALL LAND RECEIVING

ESA PAYMENTS

Some aspects of land management are fundamental to acheiving the objectives

of this scheme and they apply to land in all tiers.

LANDSCAPE FEATURES

The management of stockproof walls and

hedges, the maintenance of traditional

buildings and the retention of all broad-leaved

trees and woodland have a major impact on

the landscape. The scheme requires you to

retain these features and to take steps to

manage them appropriately.

WEED CONTROL

You are required to control weeds such as

thistles, ragwort and docks. However, the

diversity of plants and associated insects and

birds are important features of the ESA and it

is important that herbicides are not used

indiscriminately. In general you will be

expected to avoid their use, but where

topping is not appropriate, spot treatment by

a knapsack sprayer or use of a weed wiper is

acceptable. Where there are other weed

problems, such as bracken invasion, you

must consult your Project Officer.

WOODLAND

Trees and woodlands, particularly native

broadleaved stands, are an important part of

the North Peak landscape and wildlife habitat.

You will be required to maintain and protect

these features in a way that will enhance their

nature conservation and landscape value.

OTHER DESIGNATIONS

An ESA agreement does not remove the

requirement to comply with the terms of any

other statutory designation such as Sites of

Special Scientific Interest or Scheduled

Ancient Monuments.

CODES OF GOOD

AGRICULTURAL PRACTICE

All participants in the ESA scheme are

expected to follow the Codes of Good

Agricultural Practice. Copies of these codes

are available free of charge from DEFRA

Publications, Admail 6000, London

SW1A 2XX
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MOORLAND
ENHANCEMENT

Where a moorland agreement unit includes a significant area of degraded

vegetation cover, it may be appropriate to take additional steps to improve

the habitat and landscape value. The objective of this tier is to apply stricter

stocking restrictions in combination with the other Tier 1C prescriptions

in order to secure additional environmental benefit through

vegetation improvement.

CONDITIONS OF ENTRY

You may enter your degraded moorland

into this tier in order to secure additional

environmental improvement. We will

agree with you those areas which meet

the requirements for inclusion.

Degraded moorland is moorland which is:

● eroded, that is, areas with more than

25 per cent bare ground.

● suppressed, that is, areas with less

than 25 per cent of dwarf shrubs

(heather and bilberry) growing in

association with palatable grasses

(bents, fescues and wavy hair grass).

STOCKING LEVELS

A stocking level appropriate to the carrying

capacity of the degraded moorland area must

be agreed with the Project Officer. This level

will necessarily be lower than that applying to

the Tier 1C moorland. Between 1 October

and 28 February, 25 per cent of the ewes and

hoggs are to be removed from the moor. The

lower stocking rate and longer off wintering

period reflect the need for more sensitive

management of land in this tier.

TIER

2A

EXTENSIFICATION
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CONDITIONS OF ENTRY

As part of your Tier 1C or Tier 2A

moorland ESA agreement you may opt

to temporarily fence out additional

regeneration areas.

Suitable areas will need to be agreed

with the Project Officer.

MANAGEMENT

There may be potential on your moor to

restore appropriate vegetation to areas over

and above the basic two per cent requirement

under the Tier 1C prescriptions. You may

agree with the Project Officer to erect

temporary stockproof fencing on such areas

and undertake a controlled grazing

programme and other measures designed to

encourage regeneration. Supplementary

treatment may be grant aided under a

Conservation Plan. When it is agreed that

regeneration has been achieved the fence

must be removed and the area managed in

accordance with the tier designation of the

adjacent moorland.

TIER

2B

EXCLOSURE
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SUPPLEMENTARY
OPTIONS

In addition to the area payments for the various tiers of your management

agreement, you may agree in advance with the Project Officer to carry out

additional specific management operations on certain areas, in return for a

supplementary annual payment. 

FIELD BOUNDARY

MANAGEMENT

You may agree to renovate hedges or inbye

drystone walls additional to your basic five

year restoration plan. Such additional work

must be done according to a programme

agreed with your Project Officer.

TRADITIONAL HAY MEADOW

MANAGEMENT

Species-rich permanent grassland entered into

Tier 1B(i) or Tier 1B(ii) may be managed as a

traditional hay meadow, with cutting after

16 July.

WET AREA ENHANCEMENT

Areas entered into Tier 1B(i), (ii) or (iii) may

be suitable for a wet area enhancement

programme, which must be agreed with your

Project Officer.
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WOODLAND TIER

Woodland on farms is very important for wildlife, but many areas could

benefit from more active management. The objective of this tier is to

maintain and protect your woodland in a way that will enhance its

nature conservation and landscape value. 

CONDITIONS OF ENTRY

You may enter into this Tier individual

areas of woodland up to one hectare

in size.

MANAGEMENT PLAN

You must agree with the Project Officer and

implement a programme of management

operations to enhance the nature conservation

and landscape value of the woodland. This

will involve making and keeping the

woodland stockproof.

Your Project Officer can advise you on the

various grants available for stockproofing,

planting, regenerating and managing

woodland.

WOOD-
LAND

TIER



PUBLIC
ACCESS

The access option is intended to enable you to permit new access by the

public along routes across or round your ESA land for the lifetime of the

agreement. The route would take the form of a ten metre wide strip that

is signposted and available for use by the public at no charge.

CONDITIONS OF ENTRY

You may enter one or more routes on

enclosed land which is also entered into

one of the ESA’s options. Land which is

subject to an existing Public Right of

Way is not eligible. If the proposed

route is likely to damage the ESA’s

wildlife or other objectives it may not

be accepted.

SITUATION

New routes are likely to be most appropriate

on sites that are close to towns or villages

where there may be a public need for further

areas for walking within the countryside. New

routes could provide:

• circular walks which link up with existing

Public Rights of Way

• access to a fine viewpoint or historical

feature

• a walk along a riverside or woodland.

ELIGIBILITY

Routes should be easy to reach on foot or it

should be possible to park nearby. Payments

are not available where there is an existing

Public Right of Way or where the public have

traditionally been allowed to walk even

though no rights exist. Where this de facto

access has existed for some time the courts

might, if required, deem it to be a Public

Right of Way. If, however, the existing use by

the public is only occasional and by only a

few people then payment under the scheme

may be possible.

COUNTRYSIDE AND RIGHTS

OF WAY ACT 2000
Under the Act, the ESA scheme does not

make payment for new access provision on

land that may qualify as ‘Open Countryside’

e.g. mountain, moor, heath and downland.

Signs and directional arrows will be

provided for you to put up. New stiles,

gates and footbridges may be eligible for

grant under a Conservation Plan.

ACCESS

TIER

14
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CONSERVATION
PLAN

The Conservation Plan provides an opportunity to carry out a variety of capital

works which will enhance the character of the landscape, wildlife habitats and

protect historical features. Grants are also available to help with the cost of

certain works that are a requirement of the more demanding environmental

options. Prior approval in writing is needed before any work starts or

materials are bought.

This part of the ESA agreement is optional

and can be carried out over a time period

that suits you. Standard payment rates have

been calculated for many eligible items,

making it easy for farmers to carry out work

themselves and claim on a standard basis.

These rates will be used as the basis of

payment calculations where appropriate. A

Conservation Plan agreement can include:

• Laying gapping and renovation of

hedges

• Rebuilding of drystone walls not

included in Tier 1 wall management

plan

• Renovation of farm buildings using

traditional materials

• Supplementary treatment of suppressed

and eroded moorland

• Other works for the restoration or

enhancement of wildlife habitats.

The complete list of eligible items and rates

of grant payable is set out on the

information sheet.




