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THE ESA SCHEME
WHAT DOES IT OFFER?

Voluntary entry.

Several farm management options.

Payments reviewed regularly.

Annual payment based on the amount of land under agreement.

e An agreement for ten years with a ‘break clause’ after five years.

e Access to capital grants.

ELIGIBILITY

If you occupy land within the ESA, and it is in
agricultural use, you may be eligible to join
the scheme. The different farm management
options, or tiers, reflect the traditional farming
methods which have led to the special
environmental interest in the area. This is a
‘whole farm’ scheme; if you submit an
application you must include all your

agricultural land within the ESA.

OPTIONS

As every farm within the ESA is different,

you are able to choose the options, as shown
below, that are most appropriate to your
circumstances. The choice of option can be
made on a field by field basis, having regard
to its ecology and providing the conditions of
entry are satisfied. Management within the
more demanding options includes the
requirement to follow all the prescriptions

under the less demanding options.

HERB-RICH
ARABLE AND IMPROVED
GRASSLAND MEADOWS PASTURES AND
ALLOTMENTS
Tier 1A : :
WALL Tier 2A Tier 2B
RENOVATION
SUPPLEMENT
MEADOWS, PASTURES WOODLAND
AND ALLOTMENTS
Tier 1B Tier 2C

For more information contact your Project Officer or complete an enquiry form. Both the Project

Officer’s name and the enquiry form are at the back of this booklet.



COMMON CONDITIONS FOR
ALL LAND RECEIVING
ESA PAYMENTS

Some aspects of land management are fundamental to achieving the objectives

of this scheme and they apply to land in all tiers.

TRADITIONAL BUILDINGS

Old field barns are characteristic of the Dales
and many are still in use for housing livestock
and storing winter fodder. So that these
important features in the landscape do not
deteriorate, you will be asked to maintain
those barns which are now weatherproof
using traditional building methods and
materials. If you are a tenant you will not be
expected to maintain buildings which are

your landlord’s responsibility.

WALLS AND HEDGES

Walls and hedges have been a very important
feature of the Dales for several hundred years,
enclosing improved farmland so that livestock
can be controlled effectively. They are also an
important feature of the landscape. Hedges, in
particular support a variety of plants, birds
and small animals. It is important, therefore,
that stockproof walls and hedges are

maintained and not damaged or removed.

HISTORIC FEATURES

These include ancient cultivation terraces and
field patterns, mediaeval settlements, lime
kilns and industrial archaeology. Many of
these are very important, some will be

Scheduled Ancient Monuments or Listed

Buildings and most are vulnerable to farming
methods. It is important you maintain them

and avoid causing any damage.

WOODLAND

Woodland and trees, particularly native broad-
leaved stands are an important landscape and
wildlife habitat. You are asked to obtain

written advice on their management.

CODES OF GOOD
AGRICULTURAL PRACTICE

All participants in the ESA scheme are
expected to follow the Codes of Good
Agricultural Practice. Copies of these codes
are available free of charge from

DEFRA Publications, Admail 6000,

London SW1A 2XX.

DETAILED PRESCRIPTIONS

The detailed farming prescriptions which
must be followed are set out at the back of
this booklet. In the event of any difficulty in
following these prescriptions, please contact
your Project Officer. It is possible to adapt an
ESA agreement to make allowances for site-
specific management for some habitats or
species of particular nature conservation

importance.



TIER
1A

ARABLE AND IMPROVED
GRASSLAND

Even the more intensively farmed land can include features of significant

landscape and historic interest such as dry stone walls and field barns.

The objective of this tier is to protect these important features through

beneficial agricultural management.

CONDITIONS OF ENTRY

You must enter all arable and improved
grassland into this tier. Arable land is that
used for arable cultivation such as
producing fodder crops. Improved or ley
grassland will have undergone significant
agricultural improvement through
reseeding or high levels of fertiliser
application. It will normally support
swards in which over 40% of vegetation
cover comprises, either singly or in a
mixture, ryegrass, timothy, cocksfoot or
white clover. The areas must have
supported such a sward or been in arable
production for at least five years before
coming under ESA agreement.

GRASSLAND

Grazing with cattle and sheep is essential to
maintain sward quality and the wildlife
interest of Dales grassland. You will be asked
to maintain your grassland by grazing so that
it continues to be of benefit for farming
purposes and its nature conservation interest
is also protected. Avoid damaging the sward
by overgrazing, undergrazing or poaching.

FERTILISERS AND MANURE

Fertiliser is important to maintain productive
grassland for grazing and winter fodder
conservation, although usage has traditionally
been quite low in the Dales. You are asked to
limit the use of inorganic and organic
fertilisers, to no more than your current levels
because many wild flowers and herbs cannot
survive high soil nutrient levels.



MEADOWS, PASTURES
AND ALLOTMENTS

Livestock farming in the Dales depends on the relatively productive grassland
enclosed by walls and hedges lying within these upland valleys. As well as
being one of the most important aspects of the Dales landscape, many nationally
important plants grow here including some which are not found anywhere else
in Britain. In the most flower-rich hay meadows, up to 40 different species per
square metre may be found. These grasslands are also valuable habitat for other
species, particularly upland wading birds found mainly in pastures and
allotments. Development of the wildlife value is dependent on the way the
land is farmed

The objective of this tier is to achieve the appropriate agricultural
management of these nationally important hay meadows, pastures and
allotments, to maintain their conservation interest and landscape value and

protect archaeological features.

RESEEDING
TIER CONDITIONS OF ENTRY
1 Reseeding after ploughing or other cultivations
B You must enter all of your farmland into is not allowed under this scheme because it

this tier with the exception of arable and
improved grassland. Allotments are
defined as enclosed land below the
moorland used exclusively for grazing, of
which the majority has not been drained,
reseeded, regularly cultivated or regularly
treated with fertilisers, lime, slag or
pesticides. Allotments will contain areas of
unimproved or semi-improved vegetation,
often with rocky or rushy areas. Some will
also contain areas of agriculturally

improved land.

significantly reduces botanical interest by

changing the composition of the sward.

LAND DRAINAGE

Land drainage may have been installed in the
past to improve the productivity of your
grassland. Existing drainage systems need to
be maintained but you must not replace
existing drains, install any new systems, dig
drainage ditches or upland grips, or do any
other drainage work without first consulting

your Project Officer.



MECHANICAL OPERATIONS

During the breeding season mechanical
operations can destroy nests with eggs or
young birds present. Harrowing to spread
manure and level molehills and rolling to
level minor undulations should be carried out
on meadows as early as possible in the spring
after livestock have been removed but before
birds start nesting. On pastures these
operations should be carried out before

1 April or after 15 July.

MOWING

In order to maintain the variety of plants
found in meadows it is important to delay
cutting until most plants have flowered. Later
cutting also benefits birds nesting in meadows
by reducing the risk of accidental destruction
of nests. You are asked not to cut any
meadows before 8 July. In addition you are
also asked to cut some (20%) of your
meadows after 22 July every year. These fields
can be the same ones each year or you can

rotate them.

FERTILISERS AND MANURE

You are asked to limit the use of organic and
inorganic fertiliser, including farmyard manure

(FYM), because many wild flowers and herbs

cannot survive high soil nutrient levels.
Applications should not exceed current levels
and in any case should not be higher than
25 kg nitrogen, 12.5 kg phosphate and

12.5 kg potash per hectare per year

(1 cwt per acre 20:10:10) and 12.5 tonnes per
hectare (5 tons per acre) FYM on meadows
and pastures. You should not apply any

fertilisers, including FYM, to allotments.

As your farming system may not produce
enough FYM to maintain basic soil fertility, it
can be brought on to your farm if the source
has been approved by your Project Officer.
This is to avoid introducing seed from weeds
and other plants which could damage the
botanical interest of those fields on which it

is spread.

LIME

Land in the Dales was traditionally improved
by liming to reduce acidity. As lime also helps
to maintain the variety of plant species in
meadows you can spread a limited amount
here. Some plants generally found in pastures
and allotments depend on more acidic
conditions and you should consult with your
Project Officer if you think it is necessary to

apply lime to these fields.



CONSERVATION
P1LAN

The Conservation Plan provides an opportunity to carry out a variety of capital
works which will enhance the character of the landscape, wildlife habitats and

protect historic features.

This part of the ESA agreement is optional
and works can be carried out over a time
period that suits you. Standard payment
rates are available on many items
allowing you to carry out work yourself.

A Conservation Plan can include:

e renovation of field barns and other
traditional farm buildings

e wildlife habitat creation and protection

e planting, laying and coppicing of hedges

e re-creation of flower-rich meadows

e bracken control.

The complete list of eligible items is set out

on the Information Sheet.
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