


SHROPSHIRE HILLS ESA
The Shropshire Hills ESA has been designated because of the

exceptional landscape, wildlife and historic value of its open moorland,

enclosed rough grazing, grassland and woodland, as well as associated

landscape features such as the network of hedges, field and hedgerow

trees. The diversity of the landscape owes much to the area’s

complicated geological history. Variations in the underlying geology has

facilitated the development of plant communities typical of both acid

and basic soil conditions including some important examples of lowland

grassland. The upland vegetation contains many plant associations that

are on the edge of their British geological range and the extensive areas

of heather and semi-natural grassland also provide valuable habitats for

upland breeding birds. The area also has many features and buildings of

archaeological and historic interest, in particular Iron Age sites and

industrial remains.

The Shropshire Hills ESA aims to protect, and where possible,

enhance the traditional and historic interest of the area by

encouraging beneficial agricultural and land management

practices.

This map is illustrative not definitive.
Reproduced from the 1993 Ordnance Survey 1:250,000 mapping with the permission of the Controller of
Her Majesty’s Stationery Office © Crown copyright. Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown copyright and
may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings. DEFRA Licence No: GD272361.
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THE ESA SCHEME
WHAT DOES IT OFFER?

• Voluntary entry.

• Annual payment based on the amount of land under agreement.

• Several farm management options.

• Payments reviewed regularly.

• An agreement for ten years with a ‘break clause’ after five years.

• Access to capital grants.

ELIGIBILITY

If you occupy land within the ESA, and it is in

agricultural use, you may be eligible to join

the scheme. The different management

options, or tiers, reflect the traditional farming

methods which have led to the special

environmental interest in the area. If you wish

to apply, you must include all of your eligible

land in the application. Eligibility for the

individual tiers is described in the following

pages under the heading ‘Conditions of Entry’.

OPTIONS

As every farm within the ESA is different, you

are able to choose the options, as shown

opposite, that are most appropriate to your

circumstances. The choice of option can be

made on a field by field basis, having regard

to its ecology and providing the conditions of

entry are satisfied.
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For more information contact your Project Officer or complete an enquiry form. Both the Project

Officer’s name and the enquiry form are at the back of this booklet.

ALL LAND

(ARABLE & LEY GRASSLAND)

Tier 1A

PERMANENT GRASSLAND

Tier 1B

EXTENSIVE PERMANENT GRASSLAND

Tier 1C

HEDGE MANAGEMENT SUPPLEMENT

MOORLAND

Tier 1D

HEATHER MOORLAND

Tier 2

COMMONS SUPPLEMENT

WOODLAND

Off Wintering Supplements Wet Area Supplement

Hay 
Meadow

Supplement

Wet 
Area

Supplement

Reduced
Stocking

Supplement
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COMMON CONDITIONS FOR
ALL LAND RECEIVING

ESA PAYMENTS

Some aspects of land management are fundamental to achieving the objectives

of this Scheme and they apply to land in all tiers.

HEDGE MANAGEMENT

Hedges are an important feature of the

landscape of the Shropshire Hills. They

provide useful shelter for stock and food and

nesting cover for birds and small mammals.

It is important that all stockproof hedges are

maintained and managed to retain or improve

their value. Other old hedgelines should not

be damaged or removed.

WOODLAND

Trees and woodlands, particularly the ancient

and semi-natural broad-leaved stands are an

important part of the Shropshire Hills

landscape and wildlife habitat. You will be

required to maintain and protect these

features in a way that will enhance their

nature conservation and landscape value.

HISTORIC FEATURES

These include ancient field patterns,

industrial archaeology, forts, settlements and

other earthworks of which there are many

within the area. Some are Scheduled

Monuments and most are vulnerable to

farming activity. You will be required to seek

advice on their management and to ensure

that they are maintained and not damaged in

any way.

TRADITIONAL BUILDINGS

Traditional farm buildings are a significant

historic and landscape feature of the

Shropshire Hills. You will be required to

maintain those buildings which are now

weatherproof, unless you are a tenant and

they are the landlord’s responsibility.

OTHER DESIGNATIONS

An ESA Agreement does not remove the

requirements to comply with the terms of any

other statutory designation such as Sites of

Special Scientific Interest or Scheduled

Monuments.

CODES OF GOOD

AGRICULTURAL PRACTICE

All participants in the ESA Scheme are

expected to follow the Codes of Good

Agricultural Practice. Copies of the codes

are available free of charge from DEFRA

Publications, Admail 6000, London SW1A 2XX.
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HEATHER MOORLAND

STOCKING LEVELS

Suitable management is required to allow

heather moorland to regenerate. Heather and

other shrubs are more sensitive to grazing

pressure than plants typical of grass moor and

therefore a stocking rate of 0.1 livestock units

per hectare should not be exceeded.

The area and quality of the heather moorland in the Shropshire Hills is

declining. A major contributory factor to this is over-grazing. Heather moorland

may therefore also be entered into this tier which is designed to provide greater

environmental benefit. Its objective is to enhance the nature conservation

interest of heather moorland.

CONDITIONS OF ENTRY

At the Department’s discretion, you may

enter into this tier all, or part of, your

heather moorland. The Tier 1A and 1D

prescriptions also apply to this land.

TIER

2

Heather is particularly vulnerable to grazing

pressure during the winter when there is little

palatable grass, so during the period

1 November to 28 February, you are asked

to remove all stock from your moorland.

SUPPLEMENTARY FEEDING

Supplementary feeding of livestock on

moorland can result in poaching and localised

enrichment due to dunging. You are therefore

not permitted to supplementary feed on Tier

2 Heather Moorland except under severe

weather conditions where failure to feed may

have welfare implications.
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WOODLAND TIER

There are many small areas of non net-income generating woodland within the

Shropshire Hills including important ancient and semi-natural broad-leaved

woods. These provide valuable wildlife habitats and are often prominent

landscape features. The objective of this tier is to maintain and protect their

nature conservation and landscape value.

CONDITIONS OF ENTRY

You may enter into this tier individual

areas of woodland up to one hectare

in size.

MANAGEMENT PLAN

You must agree in writing with the Project

Officer and implement a programme of

management operations to enhance the nature

conservation and landscape value of

woodland. This will involve making and

keeping the woodland stockproof.

Your Project Officer can advise you on the

various grants available for stockproofing,

planting, regeneration and other woodland

management.

WOOD-
LAND

TIER
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SUPPLEMENTARY PAYMENT
OPTIONS

HEDGE MANAGEMENT

SUPPLEMENT

There are many hedges in the Shropshire Hills

and these require management if their wildlife

and landscape value are to be maintained. An

annual supplementary payment is available to

fund the restoration of old hedges which may

require a combination of laying, replanting

and coppicing. Back-fencing is essential to

protect the works from stock damage. A

programme of tagging or planting of

hedgerow trees will form an integral part of

this work.

HAY MEADOW SUPPLEMENT

(for land in Tiers 1B and 1C) 

Traditional hay meadow management

supports a wide range of plants such as

yellow rattle and ox-eye daisy which will die

out under a grazing regime. Land currently

managed as hay meadow must be continued

to be managed as such and will be eligible

for a supplementary payment. Hay must be

made four years out of five and mowing must

not take place before 16 July in any year.

WET AREA SUPPLEMENT

(for land in Tiers 1A, 1B, 1C and 1D)

Wet grassland is of prime importance for a

number of species of upland wading birds.

The area of this valuable habitat has declined

markedly in recent years due to extensive

agricultural drainage. On any suitable land

which may show an environmental benefit

from re-wetting, you may agree with the

Project Officer a programme of work to

include any necessary blocking or diversion

of drains and fencing to control access by

stock. There should be no stock grazing

between 1 April and 30 June.

REDUCED STOCKING

SUPPLEMENT
(for land in Tier 1C)

Heavy grazing of extensive permanent

grassland can reduce the diversity of the

sward and by preventing tussocky growth will

also reduce its attractiveness to birds, insects

and small mammals. For a supplementary

payment you may agree to reduce stocking

levels to a maximum of 0.375 LU/ha.

OFF WINTERING SUPPLEMENT

(for land in Tier 1D)

Heather is particularly vulnerable to winter

grazing by stock. For a supplementary

payment you may therefore agree either to

reduce your stocking rate to 0.112 LU/ha

between 1 November and 28 February or to

remove all stock between these dates.
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COMMONS SUPPLEMENT

Many of the most interesting areas of

moorland in the Shropshire Hills are also

commons. Managing an ESA agreement on

commons can be particularly difficult,

especially where there are a large number of

right holders and stocking rates must be

significantly reduced in order to comply with

the ESA prescriptions. In recognition of this,

an annual supplementary payment will be

made per hectare of common land under

agreement.
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PUBLIC ACCESS

The access option is intended to enable you to permit new access by the public

along routes across or around your ESA land for the lifetime of the agreement.

The route would take the form of a 10-metre wide strip which is signposted and

available for use by the public at no charge.

New routes are likely to be most appropriate

on sites which are close to towns or villages

where there may be a public need for further

areas for walking within the countryside. New

routes could provide:

• circular walks which link up with existing

Public Rights of Way

• access to a fine viewpoint or historical

feature

• a walk along a riverside or woodland.

CONDITIONS OF ENTRY

You may enter one or more routes on

enclosed land which is also entered into

one of the ESA’s options. Land which is

subject to an existing Public Right of Way

is not eligible. If the proposed route is

likely to damage the ESA’s wildlife or

other objectives it may not be accepted.

ELIGIBILITY

Routes should be easy to reach on foot or it

should be possible to park nearby. Payments

are not available where there is an existing

Right of Way or where the public have

traditionally been allowed to walk even

though no rights exist. Where this de facto

access has existed for some time the courts

might, if required, deem it to be a Public

Right of Way. If, however, the existing use by

public is only occasional and by only a few

people then payment under the scheme may

be possible.

COUNTRYSIDE AND RIGHTS

OF WAY ACT 2000
Under the Act, the ESA scheme does not make

payment for new access provision on land

that may qualify as ‘Open Countryside’

e.g. mountain, moor, heath and downland.
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CONSERVATION
PLAN

The Conservation Plan provides an opportunity to carry out a variety of capital

works which will enhance the character of the landscape, wildlife habitats and

protect historic features. Grants are also available to help with the cost of certain

works that are a requirement of the more demanding environmental options.

Prior approval in writing is needed before any work starts or materials

are bought.

This part of the ESA Agreement is optional

and works can be carried out over a time

period that suits you. Standard payment rates

are available on many items allowing you to

carry out work yourself. A Conservation Plan

can include:

• works to protect sites of historical or

archaeological value or interest

• hedge planting, gapping, coppicing and

renovation

• restoration and creation of ponds, wet

areas, wet meadows and river banks

• management of scrub

• renovation of traditional farm buildings

using traditional local styles and materials

• control of bracken

• restoration or enhancement of wildlife

habitats.

The complete list of eligible items and rates of

grant payable is set out on the information

sheet.
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• List of Prescriptions

• Information Sheet

• Enquiry Form


