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THE ESA SCHEME
WHAT DOES IT OFFER?

• Voluntary entry. 

• Annual payment based on the amount of land under agreement.

• Several farm management options.

• Payments reviewed regularly.

• An agreement for ten years with a ‘break clause’ after five years.

• Access to capital grants.

ELIGIBILITY

If you occupy land within the ESA, and it

is in agricultural use, you may be eligible to

join the scheme. The different management

options, or tiers reflect the traditional farming

methods which have led to the special

environmental interest in the area. This is

a ‘whole farm’ scheme. If you submit an

application you must include all your

agricultural land within the ESA.

OPTIONS

As every farm within the ESA is different,

you are able to choose the options, as shown

opposite, that are most appropriate to your

circumstances. The choice of option can be

made on a field by field basis, having regard

to its ecology and providing the conditions

of entry are satisfied. Management within

the more demanding options includes the

requirement to follow all the prescriptions

in a less demanding option.

2
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For more information contact your Project Officer or complete an enquiry form. Both the Project

Officer’s name and the enquiry form are at the back of this booklet. 

ARABLE

LEY GRASSLAND

AND WOODLAND

Tier 1A

ENCLOSED

ROUGH

GRAZING

Tier 1C

MOORLAND

Tier 1D

ENHANCED

MOORLAND

Tier 2E

ENCLOSED

PERMANENT

GRASSLAND

Tier 1B

REGENERATION

TO EXTENSIVE

PASTURE

Tier 2D

REGENERATION

TO MEADOW

Tier 2C

PASTURES

Tier 2A

MEADOWS

Tier 2B

WOODLAND

WETTING
SUPPLEMENT

WETTING
SUPPLEMENT

WETTING
SUPPLEMENT

WETTING
SUPPLEMENT

WETTING
SUPPLEMENT

MOOR
REGENERATION
SUPPLEMENT

WALL RESTORATION

SUPPLEMENT
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COMMON CONDITIONS FOR
LAND RECEIVING
ESA PAYMENTS

Some aspects of land management are fundamental to achieving the objectives

of this scheme and apply to land in all tiers.

FIELD BOUNDARIES, WALLS

AND HEDGES

Dry stone walls and hedges are a significant

landscape feature of the South West Peak,

enclosing farmland so that livestock can be

controlled effectively. Hedges support a

variety of plants, birds and small mammals.

It is important that stockproof walls and

hedges are maintained, and are not damaged

or removed. 

TRADITIONAL BUILDINGS

Traditional buildings contribute much to the

landscape of the South West Peak, and where

they are your responsibility you will be asked

to maintain them in a weatherproof condition

using traditional methods and materials.

HISTORIC FEATURES

The South West Peak contains traces of

ancient and medieval settlement, field

patterns, industrial archaeology, lime kilns

and routeways. Many of these are important,

and some will be Scheduled Ancient

Monuments or subject to other listings and

protection. It is important that you farm in

a way that maintains and protects them and

avoids causing any damage.

WOODLAND

Trees and woodlands, particularly native

broadleaved woodlands, are an important

part of the South West Peak landscape and

a valuable wildlife habitat. You will be

required to maintain and protect these

features in a way that will enhance their

nature conservation and landscape value.

STOCKING LEVELS

Where stocking levels are restricted, the

following calculations are used:

Bovine animals more than two

years old 1.0LU

Bovine animals from six months

to two years old 0.6LU

Horses more than six months old 1.0LU

Ewes 0.15LU

The above table takes account of followers

according to traditional practice. Where



MOORLAND

The core moorlands of the area form a valuable habitat for upland birds and

contain a range of interesting plants, it also contains features of significant

landscape and historic interest. The objective of this tier is to achieve

appropriate agricultural management of this land to maintain its conservation

interest and to protect its historic and landscape value.

CONDITIONS OF ENTRY

All your moorland should enter the

scheme under this tier. Moorland means

land covered by heather and similar semi-

natural upland vegetation. It is typically

unenclosed except along ownership

boundaries. The Tier 1C prescriptions

also apply to this land.

MOORLAND MANAGEMENT

Moorland provides a valuable feeding and

nesting habitat for a wide range of birds, it

supports plants and insects, and it adds colour

and texture to the upland landscape.

Periodic burning of heather and grass moors

can benefit wildlife and agriculture. You must

implement a programme of management

appropriate to the type and condition of the

soil and vegetation, agreed in writing with the

Project Officer.

GRAZING MANAGEMENT

Good grazing management is essential to

maintain the quality of the moorland for both

agriculture and wildlife.

Existing stocking rates should not be

increased, and in any event must not exceed

0.225 livestock units per hectare. All cattle,

horses, sheep flock replacements and 25 per

cent of any overwintering ewes should be

removed from the moor between 1 November

and 28 February.

TIER

1D

10
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MOORLAND ENHANCEMENT
OPTION

Moorland may also be entered into this tier designed to provide greater

environmental benefit. The objective of this tier is to enhance the wildlife value

of moorland.

GRAZING MANAGEMENT

Existing stocking rates should not be

increased, and in any event must not exceed

0.1 livestock units per hectare between

1 March and 30 September. All livestock

must be removed from the moor between

1 October and 28 February.

CONDITIONS OF ENTRY

Moorland that qualifies for Tier 1D may

enter this tier.

TIER

2E

MOORLAND REGENERATION
SUPPLEMENT

Areas of degraded moorland within Tier 1D and Tier 2E may require special

management. The objective of this supplement is to increase the area and

quality of heather moorland to benefit wildlife and the landscape.

CONDITIONS OF ENTRY

Moorland that qualifies for Tier 1D or

Tier 2E may enter this tier.

You must exclude all stock from your

moorland for a period of between three and

five years, as part of your agreed moorland

management plan, to allow the vegetation to

regenerate. Necessary capital works, such as

securing boundaries, temporary fencing of

exclosures, moorland management by burning

or mechanical regeneration may be eligible

for capital grant under a Conservation Plan.
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EXTENSIVE PASTURES

The unimproved and semi-improved pastures in the South West Peak support

very diverse plant communities that have developed through a long history

of management with grazing livestock. This land is also valuable for a range

of bird species and can contain features of significant landscape and

historical interest. The objective of this tier is to encourage appropriate

grazing management of pasture land.

CONDITIONS OF ENTRY

Traditionally managed pasture that has not

been agriculturally improved should enter

this tier. Other grassland that is

considered to be important for ground

nesting birds, may also be considered for

entry to the scheme under this tier. The

Tier 1B prescriptions also apply to land

in this tier.

GRAZING MANAGEMENT

Good grazing management is essential to

maintain the quality of pastureland for both

agriculture and wildlife. You must manage

pastureland in a way that avoids overgrazing,

undergrazing or poaching.

Old pastures are also particularly attractive to

ground nesting birds, and to reduce the risk

of trampling and disturbance the Project

Officer will recommend an appropriate

stocking rate for the period 1 April to 30 June.

This will generally not exceed 0.6 livestock

units per hectare.

FIELD OPERATIONS

Traditional pasture can contain fine grasses

and herbs that are easily damaged. Reseeding,

levelling, harrowing, rolling or other forms of

cultivation are not permitted in this tier. 

RUSHES

Rushes may occur in wet traditional pastures.

You must implement a rush management

programme agreed in writing with the Project

Officer, to enhance and protect this valuable

habitat. Rushes should not be cut during the

bird nesting season from 1 March to 31 July.

FERTILISER

The application of inorganic and organic

fertilisers, including farmyard manure and

slurry, is prohibited.

TIER

2A
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REGENERATION TO EXTENSIVE
PASTURES

Some improved grassland in the South West Peak has potential to revert

to traditional rough grazing and be of value to a range of bird species.

The objective of this tier is to encourage the reversion of improved

grassland to rough grazing.

CONDITIONS OF ENTRY

Any grassland in Tiers 1A, B or C that

is considered capable of reversion may

be considered for entry to this tier. The

land must be capable of management as

a discrete unit, not as part of a larger

parcel of land in other tiers. The Tier 2A

Pasture prescriptions also apply to land

in this tier.

GRAZING MANAGEMENT

The land should not be used for

supplementary feeding to avoid damage to

the sward.

The land should be grazed carefully to avoid

undergrazing, overgrazing or poaching. Stock

numbers should be limited to no more than

0.6 LU per hectare between 1 April and

16 June, or at a lower rate to be agreed

with the Project Officer as part of a grazing

management plan. This may include provision

for reducing nutrient levels if appropriate.

TIER

2D
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TRADITIONAL HAY MEADOWS

Unimproved meadows in the South West Peak support very diverse plant

communities that have developed through a long history of careful management.

This land is also valuable for a range of bird species and contains features of

significant landscape and historic interest, including field barns. The objective of

this tier is to encourage the traditional management of unimproved meadows.

CONDITIONS OF ENTRY

Unimproved meadows with a diversity

of plant species should enter this tier.

The Tier 1B prescriptions also apply

to land in this tier.

MEADOW MANAGEMENT

It is important when managing traditional

meadows to ensure that ground nesting birds

have successfully completed their breeding

season and that the grasses and herbs are

allowed adequate time to set seed. Meadows

must not be mown before July 15 in any year,

and should be mown after August 1 at least

one year in five. The Project Officer should

be notified when this occurs.

GRAZING MANAGEMENT

You may graze meadows in the spring until

May 31, and you must manage meadows in

a way that avoids overgrazing, undergrazing

or poaching.

Old meadows are particularly attractive to

ground nesting birds, and to reduce the risk

of nest trampling and disturbance the Project

Officer will recommend an appropriate

stocking rate for the period up to 31 May.

This will generally not exceed 0.6 LU per

hectare. Grazing the aftermath is generally

beneficial.

FIELD OPERATIONS

Unimproved meadows often contain a wide

range of fine grasses and flowering herbs that

are easily damaged. Reseeding, levelling and

all other forms of cultivation are not permitted

in this tier.

Where necessary you may lightly chain

harrow and roll meadows, but not between

1 April and 16 July.

FERTILISER

Fertilisers encourage the growth of more

vigorous plant species, which may dominate

the sward to the detriment of other grasses

and wild flowers. Meadows will have received

applications of well-rotted farmyard manure in

the past, and this practice may continue, with

up to eight tonnes per hectare per year

permitted in one application. The use of

slurry and inorganic fertilisers is prohibited.

TIER

2B
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REGENERATION OF
EXTENSIVE MEADOWS

Some of the improved grassland in the South West Peak has potential to revert

to traditional hay meadow management. This land is potentially valuable for

a range of bird species, for plants and for landscape.

The objective of this tier is to enhance the wildlife value of traditional meadows.

CONDITIONS OF ENTRY

Any grassland in Tiers 1A or B that is

considered capable of regeneration to a

hay meadow. In addition to the Common

Conditions and those applicable in Tier 2B,

you will be required to observe the

following guidelines.

MOWING

Meadows must not be mown before 15 July

in any year, and should be mown after

7 August at least one year in five. The Project

officer should be notified when this occurs.

Regeneration meadows should not be mown

for silage except as a late second cut agreed

under a meadow management plan.

FERTILISER

Fertilisers encourage the growth of more

vigorous plant species, which may dominate.

The use of slurry and inorganic fertilisers is

prohibited. You may apply up to six tonnes

per hectare per year of well rotted farmyard

manure in one application.

MEADOW MANAGEMENT

You should agree a meadow management

plan with the Project Officer, including

measures to reduce existing nutrient levels

if appropriate.

GRAZING MANAGEMENT

Wherever possible the aftermath should be

grazed. All livestock should be removed

from the meadows between 1 November

and 31 March unless otherwise agreed in

advance with the Project Officer. 

TIER

2C
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WETTING SUPPLEMENT

Wet grassland is of prime importance for a number of species of upland wading

birds. The area of this valuable habitat has declined markedly in recent years

due to extensive agricultural drainage. The objective of this supplement is

to create areas of wet rough grassland to provide feeding and nesting habitat

for upland wading birds.

CONDITIONS OF ENTRY

Land in Tiers 1A, B or C and Tier 2D, that

may show an environmental benefit from

re-wetting, may be considered for entry

to this tier.

WETTING PROGRAMME

You may agree with the Project Officer a

written programme of work to create areas of

wet grassland. This programme may include

changes in management practice, including

the temporary exclosure of stock or reduced

stocking rates, and the blocking or diversion

of drains.
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WALL RENOVATION
SUPPLEMENT

Many of the dry stone walls in the South West Peak are in a state of decay. They

are important for the management of livestock and for their contribution to the

landscape. The objective of this supplement is to encourage the gapping up and

restoration of dry stone walls.

CONDITIONS OF ENTRY

All stone walls within the eligible area

of a management agreement may be

considered for a renovation supplement.

Priority will be given to walls that are

important for stock management or

significant in landscape or historic terms. 

WALLING

You may agree a five year programme of

works with your Project Officer if you have

suitable walls requiring renovation. Your work

programme may include the repair of gaps,

the rebuilding of lengths of collapsed walling

or of stockproof walling that is in danger of

collapse. In all cases you must clear the

material down to foundations before

rebuilding. It is important that any rebuilding

is done in such a way as to match the style

and construction of the adjoining walls.
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WOODLAND TIER

The South West Peak has numerous small scrubby woods on steep slopes and

at valley heads, as well as important ancient and semi-natural broad-leaved

woodlands in its valleys. Woodland on farms is very important for wildlife, but

many areas could benefit from more active management. The objective of this

tier is to maintain and protect your woodland in a way that will enhance its

nature conservation and landscape value. 

CONDITIONS OF ENTRY

You may enter into this tier individual

areas of woodland up to one hectare

in size.

MANAGEMENT PLAN

You must agree with the Project Officer and

implement a programme of management

operations to enhance the nature conservation

and landscape value of the woodland. This

will involve making and keeping the

woodland stockproof.

Your Project Officer can advise you on the

various grants available for stockproofing,

planting, regenerating and managing

woodland.

WOOD-
LAND
TIER
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PUBLIC
ACCESS

The access option is intended to enable you to permit new access by the public

along routes across or around your ESA land for the lifetime of the agreement.

The route would take the form of a 10-metre wide strip which is signposted and

available for use by the public at no charge.

CONDITIONS OF ENTRY

You may enter one or more routes on

enclosed land which is also entered into

one of the ESA’s options. Land which is

subject to an existing Public Right of Way

is not eligible. If the proposed route is

likely to damage the ESA’s wildlife or

other objectives it may not be accepted.

SITUATION

New routes are likely to be most appropriate

on sites which are close to towns or villages

where there may be a public need for further

areas for walking within the countryside. New

routes could provide:

• circular walks which link up with existing

Public Rights of Way

• access to a fine view point or historical

feature

• a walk along a riverside or woodland.

ACCESS
TIER

ELIGIBILITY

Routes should be easy to reach on foot or it

should be possible to park nearby. Payments

are not available where there is an existing

Right of Way or where the public have

traditionally been allowed to walk even

though no rights exist. Where this de facto

access has existed for some time the courts

might, if required, deem it to be a Public

Right of Way. If, however, the existing use by

public is only occasional and by only a few

people then payment under the scheme may

be possible.

COUNTRYSIDE AND

RIGHTS OF WAY ACT 2000
Under the Act, the ESA scheme does not

make payment for new access provision on

land that may qualify as ‘Open Countryside’

e.g. mountain, moor, heath and downland.

Signs and directional arrows will be

provided for you to put up. New stiles,

gates and footbridges may be eligible for

grant under a Conservation Plan.
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CONSERVATION
PLAN

The Conservation Plan provides an opportunity to carry out a variety of capital

works which will enhance the character of the landscape, wildlife habitats and

protect historical features. Grants are also available to help with the cost of

certain works that are a requirement of the more demanding environmental

options, e.g. construction of water control structures. Prior approval in writing

is needed before any work starts or materials are bought.

This part of the ESA agreement is optional

and can be carried out over a time that suits

you. Standard payment rates have been

calculated for many eligible items, making it

easy for farmers to carry out work

themselves and claim on a standard basis.

These rates will be used as the basis of

payment calculations where appropriate.

A Conservation Plan can include:

• Hedge laying and planting

• Restoration of traditional buildings

• Management of scrub

• Creation and restoration of ponds

• Creation of hay meadows

• Regeneration of rough grazing or

moorland.

The complete list of eligible items and

rates of grants payments is set out on the

information sheet, and advice is available

from your Project Officer. You are

responsible for obtaining any necessary

planning or National Park consents the

work may require


