


TEST VALLEY AND AVON VALLEY ESAS

These rivers are two of the finest chalk rivers in the country. The Test

Valley, with its mosaic of watercourses, pasture, fen and wet woodland

supports a variety of grassland and wetland plant communities which are

of national importance and provide habitats for a wide range of birds

and other wildlife. 

The traditional pastoral landscape of the Avon Valley has evolved over

the centuries through the farming of the fertile flood plains. The

combination of grassland, streams, small woods, scrub and willow carr

create a varied lowland landscape of high value. The valley is

recognised as being of international importance for wildlife and the

grasslands are particularly renowned for the populations of breeding

waders and overwintering wildfowl that they support.

The Test Valley and the Avon Valley ESA Schemes aim to maintain

and, where possible, enhance the pastoral landscape character of

the valley, its watercourses and its associated wildlife and historic

resources. The Scheme encourages a range of environmentally

friendly grazing systems and other land management practices to

meet these aims.

This map is illustrative not definitive.
Reproduced from the 1993 Ordnance Survey 1:250,000 mapping with the permission of the Controller of
Her Majesty’s Stationery Office © Crown Copyright. Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown copyright and
may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings. DEFRA Licence No: GD272361.
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THE ESA SCHEME
WHAT DOES IT OFFER?

• Voluntary entry.

• Annual payment based on the amount of land under agreement.

• Several farm management options.

• Payments reviewed regularly.

• An agreement for ten years with a ‘break clause’ after five years.

• Access to capital grants.

ELIGIBILITY

If you occupy land within the ESA, and it is in

agricultural use, you may be eligible to join

the Scheme. The different farm management

options, or tiers, reflect the traditional farming

methods which have led to the special

environmental interest in the area. If you

submit an application, you may include some

or all of your permanent grassland that lies

within the ESA. Where you only wish to enter

land into the base tier you must include all

your permanent pasture. Eligibility for the

individual tiers is described in the following

pages under the heading ‘Conditions of Entry’.

OPTIONS

As every farm in the ESA is different you

choose the options, as shown opposite, that

are most appropriate to your circumstances.

The choice of option can be made on a field

by field basis, having regard to its wildlife

interest and providing the conditions of entry

are satisfied. Management within the more

demanding options includes the requirement

to follow all the prescriptions in a less

demanding option.
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For more information contact your Project Officer or complete an enquiry form. Both the Project

Officer’s name and the enquiry form are at the back of this booklet 

IMPROVED

PERMANENT GRASSLAND

Tier 1A

EXTENSIVE

PERMANENT GRASSLAND

Tier 1B

LOW FERTILISER
SUPPLEMENT

WET

PERMANENT GRASSLAND

Tier 1C

ARABLE REVERSION

Tier 2A

ARABLE BUFFER STRIPS

Tier 2B

WOODLAND TIER

BREEDING WADER
SUPPLEMENT
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COMMON CONDITIONS FOR
ALL LAND RECEIVING

ESA PAYMENTS

Some aspects of land management are fundamental to the objectives of the

scheme and apply to land in all tiers.

GRASSLAND MANAGEMENT

PLANS
Areas of permanent grassland, or arable

reversion, that you enter in the Scheme will

be the subject of a Grassland Management

Plan, agreed between you and the Project

Officer. This will identify the environmental

interest of individual sites and operate as a

fine tuning mechanism within the parameters

set by the prescriptions for each tier. The Plan

will cover the maintenance of appropriate

sward conditions by grazing and mowing, as

well as fertiliser levels and weed control. The

management of associated grassland features

such as ditches or pollards will also be

included.

In some cases it may be possible to modify

individual prescriptions to allow for the site-

specific management of habitats or species of

particular nature conservation importance.

This may for example enable areas of

neglected fen or reedbed to be managed by

low level grazing or cutting and to qualify for

tier payments. 

LANDSCAPE FEATURES

The management of watercourses, ditches,

hedgerows, trees, ponds and fens has a major

impact on wildlife and the landscape. The

Scheme requires that you manage these

features positively and do not damage or

remove them. A comprehensive range of

capital grants is available to assist you under

the ESA Conservation Plan. 

OTHER DESIGNATIONS
An ESA agreement does not remove the

requirement to comply with the terms of any

other statutory designation such as Sites of

Special Scientific Interest or Scheduled

Ancient Monuments.
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WET GRASSLAND

WATER MANAGEMENT

Waders feed by probing their bills into soft

ground, so it is important that a relatively

high water table is maintained while they are

nesting and feeding their young. Some splash

flooding of fields in the winter also provides

suitable conditions for over-wintering birds.

Shallow pools should remain over at least

Large, open areas of wet grassland are particularly important for overwintering

wildfowl, and breeding waders such as snipe and redshank. The objective of

this tier is to facilitate the maintenance and creation of the conditions necessary

to support these species.

CONDITIONS OF ENTRY

If you are able to control water levels to

achieve specified degrees of surface 

wetness, your land may be considered for

this option. The Project Officer will assess

the suitability of each site against a

number of criteria:

• Site characteristics including field size

and the proportion of hedges and

scrub.

• Appropriate field topography/ditch

network

• Existence of water control structures or

the ability to introduce new structures

• Degree of disturbance.

• The potential impact on plants and

other wildlife.

TIER

1C

parts  of  the site until the late spring. In

order to achieve these conditions, it must be

possible to bring ditch water levels up to

bank top for short periods of time by the

operation of appropriately sited water control

structures.

GRAZING MANAGEMENT

The timing and density of grazing by livestock

are important factors affecting the suitability

of the habitat for birds, and will form part of

the Grassland Management Plan. No grazing

should normally take place during April and

May to prevent disturbance of ground nesting

birds, poaching and nest trampling. Grazing

will need to be carefully managed during the

rest of the season to produce agreed sward

conditions for the following spring.
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ARABLE REVERSION TO
PERMANENT GRASSLAND

The reversion of arable land to permanent grassland enhances the river valley

landscape, protects historical features and provides suitable habitat for wildlife

characteristic of pastoral farming systems. It will also help to reduce the

potential impact of agricultural inputs on watercourses. The objective for this

tier is to increase the area of extensively managed grassland through the

promotion of arable reversion.

CONDITIONS OF ENTRY

You may enter all or part of your land

which was in arable cropping, or ley

grassland which formed part of an arable

rotation, on 31 August 1992. Grassland

which has been under ley management

for five years or more is not eligible.

GRASSLAND RESEEDING

You should aim to establish a permanent

grass sward as soon as practicable after

ceasing arable production. The seed mixture

should consist of native species of local

provenance chosen from an approved list.

Seed harvested locally will be adapted to local

conditions and should be used where it is

available. The seed mixture and sowing rate

must be agreed with the Project Officer before

purchase.

MANAGEMENT

After arable cropping, soil nutrient levels are

often high and this can lead to the more

competitive species becoming dominant in the

establishing sward. For the first three years,

the reseeded areas should be cut for hay on

or after 1 July and the aftermath grazed. Late

grass cutting will help to ensure that some

natural seed shedding occurs, assisting in the

development of the sward. Hay removal will

also help to reduce fertility levels in the soil,

which will encourage colonisation of the

sward by some of the less vigorous plant

species. Once well established, the sward

should be managed in accordance with the

guidelines for Tier 1B.

TIER

2A
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ARABLE MARGIN
BUFFER STRIPS

Grass margins around arable fields adjacent to watercourses can improve

water quality and benefit wildlife by preventing pesticides and fertilisers

affecting the watercourse and by trapping silt. These also provide a

valuable new habitat for wildlife, particularly where they link other

existing habitats. The objective of this tier is to protect and enhance

the wildlife interest of watercourses and provide wildlife habitat within

the buffer strips themselves.

CONDITIONS OF ENTRY

Any arable land that borders ditches or

watercourses can be entered in this tier.

The strip of land should be between five

and 30 metres wide and located adjacent

to ditches, watercourses, or other

appropriate locations.

ESTABLISHMENT

The grass seed mix should where practicable

consist of native species of local provenance

chosen from an approved list. You should aim

to establish the grass strips as soon as

possible after harvest. If, exceptionally,

conditions do not permit autumn

establishment, you should allow natural

regeneration to produce a winter cover

followed by sward establishment next spring.

MANAGEMENT

Buffer strip management will vary for

individual circumstances and will be agreed

between you and the Project Officer. The

application of any inorganic or organic

fertilisers or pesticides should be avoided in

order to prevent potential run-off into

adjacent watercourses and to increase the

variety of wildlife within the buffer strip itself.

TIER

2B
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WOODLAND TIER

The objective of this tier is to encourage the retention of woodland, copses

and groups of trees through a programme designed to maintain and

enhance their conservation and landscape value.

CONDITIONS OF ENTRY

Your farm woodland on or adjacent to

your agreement land including copses

must be entered into this tier. Other

woodland not on or adjacent to your

agreement land may be entered at the

discretion of the Department. 

WOOD-
LAND

TIER

You will be asked to agree in writing with the

Project Officer and implement a programme

to conserve and protect non-net income

earning areas of woodland.

Your Project Officer can advise you on the

various grants available for stockproofing,

planting, regenerating and managing

woodland.
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PUBLIC ACCESS

The access option is intended to enable you to permit new access by the public

along routes across or around your ESA land for the lifetime of the agreement.

The route would take the form of a ten metre wide strip which is signposted

and available for use by the public at no charge.

SITUATION

New routes are likely to be most appropriate

on sites which are close to towns or villages

where there may be a public need for further

areas for walking within the countryside.

New routes could provide:

• circular walks which link up with existing

Public Rights of Way

• access to a fine viewpoint or historical

feature

• a walk along a riverside or woodland.

CONDITIONS OF ENTRY

You may enter one or more routes on

enclosed land which is also entered into

one of the ESA’s options. Land which is

subject to an existing Public Right of

Way is not eligible. If the proposed

route is likely to damage the ESA’s

wildlife or other objectives it may not be

accepted.

ACCESS

TIER

ELIGIBILITY

Routes should be easy to reach on foot or it

should be possible to park nearby. Payments

are not available where there is an existing

Right of Way or where the public have

traditionally been allowed to walk even

though no rights exist. Where this de facto

access has existed for some time the courts

might, if required, deem it to be a Public

Right of Way. If, however, the existing use by

public is only occasional and by only a few

people then payment under the scheme may

be possible.

COUNTRYSIDE AND RIGHTS

OF WAY ACT 2000
Under the Act, the ESA scheme does not

make payment for new access provision on

land that may qualify as ‘Open Countryside’

e.g. mountain, moor, heath and downland.

Signs and directional arrows will be

provided for you to put up. New stiles,

gates and footbridges may be eligible for

grant under a Conservation Plan.
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CONSERVATION
PLAN

The Conservation Plan provides an opportunity to carry out a variety of capital

works which will enhance the character of the landscape and wildlife habitats,

and will protect historic features. Grants are also available to help with the cost

of certain works that are a requirement of the more demanding environmental

options, e.g. construction of water control structures. Prior approval in writing is

needed before any work starts or materials are bought.

This part of the ESA agreement is optional

and can be carried out over a time period

that suits you. Standard payment rates have

been calculated for many eligible items,

making it easy for farmers to carry out work

themselves and claim on a standard basis.

These rates will be used as the basis of

payment calculations where appropriate.

A Conservation Plan can include:

• Hedge coppicing, laying and planting

• Reintroduction of tree pollarding and

planting replacement trees

• Ditch restoration, including the removal

of associated scrub lines

• Provision or restoration of water control

structures

• Other works for the restoration or

enhancement of wildlife habitats

• Renovation of traditional buildings

• Works to protect historical and

archaeological features.

The complete list of eligible items and rates

of grant payable is set out on the

information sheet.




