
SMOKEFREE LEGISLATION COMPLIANCE DATA 

Report covering January to June 2010 (Period 13) 

This report summarises the findings of the 13th smokefree legislation compliance data collection 
from enforcement authorities in England. The Department of Health originally commissioned the 
Local Government Association (LGA) to collect these data regularly from local authorities and 
port health authorities from July 2007 to July 2008. This return is the last of a new set of four 
six‑monthly collections (the full timetable can be found on the LGA’s website). 

In total, responses were received from 220 local authorities (67%), the data from which also 
covered 27 port health authorities. In addition, five port health authorities provided separate 
returns. Full details of response by region, as well as additional notes, can be found in the 
accompanying Technical Annex. The tables below are based on all 225 responses and are 
ungrossed (notes: (1) the actual number of respondents to each question may differ slightly from 
the overall total as some authorities were unable to answer all questions; (2) due to a number of 
authorities supplying or amending data retrospectively, cumulative figures may not tally with 
those shown in the previous report). 

Tables in this report show activity during the period 1 January to 30 June 2010 and cumulative 
figures from 1 July 2007. Inspections are defined as both multi‑purpose and solely smokefree 
inspections. 



Overall compliance 
Enforcement authorities inspected a total of 70,516 premises and vehicles during January – 
June 2010, of which 98.4% were compliant in terms of no smoking (defined as no evidence of 
management knowingly permitting smoking). The compliance rate varied between 96.5% in 
Yorkshire and Humberside, and 99.2% in the East Midlands. 

Overall, 97.0% of premises and vehicles were compliant in terms of signage (defined as the 
required no‑smoking signage being displayed prominently), varying between 95.8% in Yorkshire 
and Humberside, and 98.1% in the North East. 

January to June 2010 
Total 

number 
Identified as compliant – 

no smoking 
Identified as compliant – 

signage 
inspected Number % Number % 

East Midlands 8,019 7,955 99.2% 7,703 96.1% 
East of England 5,733 5,618 98.0% 5,569 97.1% 
London 4,474 4,332 96.8% 4,318 96.5% 
North East 4,756 4,679 98.4% 4,664 98.1% 
North West 11,799 11,579 98.1% 11,410 96.7% 
South East 13,723 13,593 99.1% 13,411 97.7% 
South West 8,463 8,356 98.7% 8,215 97.1% 
West Midlands 7,505 7,439 99.1% 7,312 97.4% 
Yorkshire and Humberside 6,044 5,831 96.5% 5,790 95.8% 
England 70,516 69,382 98.4% 68,392 97.0% 

Base: all respondent local authorities and port health authorities(201). 

In the first three years of the legislation, authorities inspected a total of 812,613 premises and 
vehicles (note: this could include multiple inspections of the same premise/vehicle). The overall 
compliance rates were 98.3% (no smoking) and 91.3% (signage). 

July 2007 to June 2010 (cumulative) 
Total 

number 
Identified as compliant – 

no smoking 
Identified as compliant – 

signage 
inspected Number % Number % 

East Midlands 80,104 78,891 98.5% 73,533 91.8% 
East of England 90,523 88,620 97.9% 81,691 90.2% 
London 104,268 102,216 98.0% 93,280 89.5% 
North East 46,110 45,432 98.5% 43,870 95.1% 
North West 141,465 138,740 98.1% 132,443 93.6% 
South East 121,628 120,195 98.8% 111,593 91.7% 
South West 85,358 83,886 98.3% 76,387 89.5% 
West Midlands 67,629 66,684 98.6% 61,552 91.0% 
Yorkshire and Humberside 75,528 73,940 97.9% 67,779 89.7% 
England 812,613 798,604 98.3% 742,128 91.3% 

Base: all respondent local authorities and port health authorities (334). 



January to June 2010 

Type of premises Number 
inspected 

Identified as compliant –  
no smoking 

Identified as compliant – 
signage 

Number % Number % 
Accommodation 1,185 1,175 99.2% 1,156 97.6% 
Restaurants 5,074 5,022 99.0% 4,934 97.2% 
Other licensed 4,683 4,603 98.3% 4,561 97.4% 
Other 17,312 17,027 98.4% 16,501 95.3% 
Not specified* 27,906 27,494 98.5% 27,111 97.2% 
Total 56,160 55,321 98.5% 54,263 96.6% 

Base: all respondent local authorities and port health authorities (222). 

*107 authorities were unable to provide a breakdown by premises type. 

Premises compliance 
Enforcement authorities inspected 56,160 premises in January – June 2010, of which 98.5% were 
compliant in terms of no smoking. There was little variation by type of premises. 

Overall, 96.6% of premises were compliant in terms of signage. 

In the first three years of the legislation, authorities inspected a total of 678,502 premises (note: 
this could include multiple inspections of the same premise). The overall compliance rates were 
98.3% (no‑smoking) and 90.7% (signage). Around seven in ten premises visited were classed 
as ‘other’ (excluding those for which information was not given), which includes workplaces, 
manufacturers, takeaways, and care establishments. 

July 2007 to June 2010 (cumulative) 

Type of premises Number 
inspected 

Identified as compliant – no 
smoking 

Identified as compliant – 
signage 

Number % Number % 
Accommodation 16,069 15,684 97.6% 14,782 92.0% 
Restaurants 56,343 55,492 98.5% 52,693 93.5% 
Other licensed 68,449 66,618 97.3% 64,856 94.8% 
Other 347,641 341,190 98.1% 306,612 88.2% 
Not specified* 190,000 187,877 98.9% 176,599 92.9% 
Total 678,502 666,861 98.3% 615,542 90.7% 

Base: all respondent local authorities and port health authorities (334). 



Regional variation in premises compliance 
There was little regional variation in the no smoking compliance rate in January – June 2010: it 
varied between 96.2% in Yorkshire and Humberside, and 99.2% in the East Midlands and South 
East. 

There was also little variation in the signage compliance rate in January – June 2010: it varied 
between 95.5% in Yorkshire and Humberside, and 97.8% in the South East. 

January to June 2010 
Total 

number 
inspected 

Identified as compliant – 
no smoking 

Identified as compliant – 
signage 

Number % Number % 
East Midlands 7,026 6,968 99.2% 6,720 95.6% 
East of England 4,268 4,204 98.5% 4,117 96.5% 
London 4,420 4,278 96.8% 4,264 96.5% 
North East 3,726 3,682 98.8% 3,634 97.5% 
North West 7,857 7,743 98.5% 7,524 95.8% 
South East 10,113 10,028 99.2% 9,893 97.8% 
South West 7,271 7,206 99.1% 7,047 96.9% 
West Midlands 5,911 5,857 99.1% 5,746 97.2% 
Yorkshire and Humberside 5,568 5,355 96.2% 5,318 95.5% 
England 56,160 55,321 98.5% 54,263 96.6% 

Base: all respondent local authorities and port health authorities (222). 

July 2007 to June 2010 (cumulative) 
Total 

number 
inspected 

Identified as compliant – 
no smoking 

Identified as compliant – 
signage 

Number % Number % 
East Midlands 65,352 64,351 98.5% 59,665 91.3% 
East of England 71,130 69,655 97.9% 63,438 89.2% 
London 102,116 100,135 98.1% 91,465 89.6% 
North East 39,097 38,628 98.8% 37,007 94.7% 
North West 111,825 109,649 98.1% 104,021 93.0% 
South East 94,214 93,132 98.9% 85,079 90.3% 
South West 74,682 73,467 98.4% 66,683 89.3% 
West Midlands 57,647 56,817 98.6% 52,035 90.3% 
Yorkshire and Humberside 62,439 61,027 97.7% 56,149 89.9% 
England 678,502 666,861 98.3% 615,542 90.7% 

Base: all respondent local authorities and port health authorities (334). 



Vehicle compliance 
Enforcement authorities inspected 14,356 vehicles (e.g. taxis, private hire vehicles, coaches, and 
buses) in January – June 2010. The overall compliance rate for no smoking was 97.9%, slightly 
lower than that of premises, varying between 96.5% in the East of England and South West, and 
100% in London and Yorkshire and Humberside. 

The overall signage compliance rate in January – June 2010 was 98.4%, higher than that of 
premises, varying between 97.5% in the South East, and 100% in London and the North East. 

January to June 2010 
Total 

number 
Identified as compliant – 

no smoking 
Identified as compliant – 

signage 
inspected Number % Number % 

East Midlands 993 987 99.4% 983 99.0% 
East of England 1,465 1,414 96.5% 1,452 99.1% 
London 54 54 100.0% 54 100.0% 
North East 1,030 997 96.8% 1,030 100.0% 
North West 3,942 3,836 97.3% 3,886 98.6% 
South East 3,610 3,565 98.8% 3,518 97.5% 
South West 1,192 1,150 96.5% 1,168 98.0% 
West Midlands 1,594 1,582 99.2% 1,566 98.2% 
Yorkshire and Humberside 476 476 100.0% 472 99.2% 
England 14,356 14,061 97.9% 14,129 98.4% 

Base: all respondent local authorities and port health authorities (201). 

In the first three years of the legislation, authorities inspected a total of 134,111 vehicles (note: 
this could include multiple inspections of the same vehicle). The overall compliance rates were 
98.2% (no smoking) and 94.4% (signage). 

July 2007 to June 2010 (cumulative) 
Total 

number 
Identified as compliant – 

no smoking 
Identified as compliant – 

signage 
inspected Number % Number % 

East Midlands 14,752 14,540 98.6% 13,868 94.0% 
East of England 19,393 18,965 97.8% 18,253 94.1% 
London 2,152 2,081 96.7% 1,815 84.3% 
North East 7,013 6,804 97.0% 6,863 97.9% 
North West 29,640 29,091 98.1% 28,422 95.9% 
South East 27,414 27,063 98.7% 26,514 96.7% 
South West 10,676 10,419 97.6% 9,704 90.9% 
West Midlands 9,982 9,867 98.8% 9,517 95.3% 
Yorkshire and Humberside 13,089 12,913 98.7% 11,630 88.9% 
England 134,111 131,743 98.2% 126,586 94.4% 

Base: all respondent local authorities and port health authorities (322). 



Enforcement – Premises/vehicles failing to prevent smoking in a smokefree area 
During January – June 2010, enforcement authorities issued 371 written warnings in respect of 
premises’/vehicles’ management failing to prevent smoking (equivalent to 0.5% of premises/ 
vehicles inspected). There were 13 court hearings. 

January to June 2010 
Number of written 

warnings given 
Number of court 

hearings 
East Midlands 69 0 
East of England 42 3 
London 69 3 
North East 44 0 
North West 46 1 
South East 41 5 
South West 13 0 
West Midlands 14 0 
Yorkshire and Humberside 33 1 
England 371 13 

Base: all respondent local authorities and port health authorities (217). 

From July 2007 – June 2010, enforcement authorities issued 4,446 written warnings in respect of 
failing to prevent smoking and there were 107 court hearings. 

July 2007 to June 2010 (cumulative) 
Number of written 

warnings given 
Number of court 

hearings 
East Midlands 638 4 
East of England 486 8 
London 528 21 
North East 245 1 
North West 656 33 
South East 594 13 
South West 301 2 
West Midlands 511 7 
Yorkshire and Humberside 487 18 
England 4,446 107 

Base: all respondent local authorities and port health authorities (328). 



Enforcement – Premises/vehicles failing to display correct signage 
Enforcement authorities issued 499 written warnings in respect of premises/vehicles failing 
to display correct signage in January – June 2010 (equivalent to 0.7% of premises/vehicles 
inspected). 22 fixed penalty notices were issued, and there were eight court hearings. 

January to June 2010 

Number of written 
warnings given 

Number of fixed 
penalty notices 
issued 

Number of court 
hearings 

East Midlands 71 3 4 
East of England 32 3 1 
London 120 6 1 
North East 29 0 0 
North West 33 8 0 
South East 160 1 0 
South West 14 1 2 
West Midlands 7 0 0 
Yorkshire and Humberside 33 0 0 
England 499 22 8 

Base: all respondent local authorities and port health authorities (212). 

From July 2007 – June 2010, enforcement authorities issued 11,246 written warnings in respect 
of signage, 193 fixed penalty notices and there were 29 court hearings. 

July 2007 to June 2010 (cumulative) 

Number of written 
warnings given 

Number of fixed 
penalty notices 

issued 

Number of court 
hearings 

East Midlands 1,478 25 4 
East of England 1,216 16 2 
London 1,600 31 10 
North East 547 4 0 
North West 427 71 6 
South East 2,526 25 0 
South West 1,114 11 6 
West Midlands 768 5 0 
Yorkshire and Humberside 1,570 5 1 
England 11,246 193 29 

Base: all respondent local authorities and port health authorities (328). 



Enforcement – individuals smoking in a smokefree area 
Enforcement authorities issued 187 written warnings to individuals for smoking in a smokefree 
area between January – June 2010; 400 fixed penalty notices, and there were 28 court hearings. 

January to June 2010 

Number of written 
warnings given 

Number of fixed 
penalty notices 

issued 

Number of court 
hearings 

East Midlands 33 26 0 
East of England 33 48 4 
London 4 45 0 
North East 26 8 0 
North West 30 115 11 
South East 19 33 3 
South West 34 34 1 
West Midlands 8 62 9 
Yorkshire and Humberside 0 29 0 
England 187 400 28 

Base: all respondent local authorities and port health authorities (213). 

During July 2007 – June 2010, enforcement authorities issued 2,168 written warnings, 2,268 
fixed penalty notices and there were 93 court hearings. 

July 2007 to June 2010 (cumulative) 

Number of written 
warnings given 

Number of fixed 
penalty notices 

issued 

Number of court 
hearings 

East Midlands 342 147 4 
East of England 357 226 7 
London 64 251 0 
North East 236 59 2 
North West 323 691 58 
South East 284 243 3 
South West 194 105 2 
West Midlands 186 380 15 
Yorkshire and Humberside 182 166 2 
England 2,168 2,268 93 

Base: all respondent local authorities and port health authorities (325). 


