LATEST RESEARCH
Public research, June 2007

The latest public opinion research shows that 95 per cent of people are aware of the new law, with unprompted awareness of the 1st July date as high as 83 per cent, risen from 55 per cent in April.  Support for a smokefree England is strong, with nearly eight in ten (78 per cent) people, including 73 per cent of regular pub-goers, supporting the introduction of the legislation. 

Further findings of the survey of 1700 adults include:

· 78 per cent of people believe going smokefree will have a positive effect on health, including 53 per cent of smokers

· 66 per cent of people say that the legislation will not affect how often they go to the pub and 18 per cent say they will go more often

· 72 per cent of people say that the legislation will not affect how often they go to restaurants and almost two in ten (19 per cent) say they will go more often

· Nine out of ten people (90 per cent) think that the legislation will be enforced

· 92 per cent of people believe their employer will enforce the legislation and 89 percent believe business owners/mangers will enforce it.

The public opinion omnibus survey was carried out by ICM Research and surveyed 1737 adults between 30th-31st May and 8th-10th June 2007. 

Business research, June 2007

Awareness and support

· 96% of businesses are aware of planned legislation for smoking in public places and workplaces

· 93% spontaneous awareness amongst businesses of July 1st date, when the legislation comes into force

· 78% of businesses think the smokefree law is a “good idea” (only 11% said it was a “bad idea”)
· 86% of businesses said they feel that enough information has been made available to help them prepare for the new smokefree law 
· 81% of businesses said that they have no concerns about the legislation 

· 26% of businesses expect that the new law will have a positive impact and 67% say it will not change anything (only 6% of businesses expect the law will have a negative impact)
Compliance and preparedness
· 95% of businesses say they are already compliant, or will be for July 1st 
· 57% of businesses currently have a no-smoking workplace 
· A third (32%) of businesses are already displaying the new no-smoking signs
Smoking rooms 

· 90% of businesses do not currently have an indoor smoking room for customers and visitors and the vast majority of those who do plan to close them by July 1st
· 89% of businesses do not currently have a smoking room for staff and the vast majority of those who do plan to close them by July 1st
Enforcement 

· 96% of businesses know that smoking in a public place/workplace will be an offence

· 86% of businesses know that a business failing to prevent smoking in a smokefree place will be an offence

· 81% know that a business failing to display no-smoking signs will be an offence

· 87% of businesses think the law will be enforced

· 87% of businesses think business owners/building managers will enforce the law

· 80% of businesses think the council/local authority will enforce the law
· This research was carried out by Continental Research and surveyed 462 businesses in England between 5th and 14th June 2007.

